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PAIN
RELIEving FOOTWEAR

ADVANCED TRAMPOLINE SPRING SOLE

TM

V E R S O S H O C K   T R A M P O L I N E    F O O T W E A R

I enthusiastically recommend
the Gravity Defyer shoes for
everyone. 
Mark L. Vinick, D.C., C.A.S..

Absorbs Shock

Propels You
Forward

Eliminates Pain
Reduces Fatigue

Energizing Every
Step. Helping You
to be More Active

Feel Like You’re Defying Gravity... Walk Pain Free
with Less Fatigue. Try Them FREE for 30 Days. 

Advanced Trampoline Spring Sole

See more dress, 
casual and athletic
shoes online.

When your feet hurt, your whole body hurts.

MEN (Shown here)
TB903MWBR sizes 7 - 13
M/W and XW/XX Perfect Fit
Widths $139.95

WOMEN (White & Grey)
TB903FBSR sizes 5 - 11
M/W and XW/XX Perfect Fit Widths
$139.95

TRY THEM 30 DAYS FREE

Visit www.gravitydefyer.com/MG4HBB1
or  dial (800) 429-0039 and mention offer
code: MG4HBB1 to SAVE $10.00

(Pay only shipping and handling)

TB703FB
sizes 5 - 11,
Medium Width
$139.00

TB413L
sizes 7 - 13, 
Medium Width
$200.00

Introducing the new Ballistic from Gravity Defyer: athletic excellence
without drugs. Their advanced trampoline spring system shapes your
body through rebounding --simulating G-forces that boost your 
cardiovascular system, activate your immune system and increase
your bone density. They don’t just absorb shock, they propel you 
forward. 

With Gravity Defyer you won’t want to stand still. It’s the perfect 
fitness shoe for all ages. They relieve pain in your ankles, knees and
back. They reduce fatigue so you can exercise longer with less effort
and provide instant comfort with internal cooling. They’re so good
they are even recommended by orthopedists and chiropractors to 
alleviate the stress of aging. So let your shoes absorb the impact 
instead of your body. Try the new GDefy Ballistic by Gravity Defyer
today!

Introducing the new Ballistic from Gravity Defyer: athletic excellence
without drugs. Their advanced trampoline spring system shapes your
body through rebounding --simulating G-forces that boost your 
cardiovascular system, activate your immune system and increase
your bone density. They don’t just absorb shock, they propel you 
forward. 

With Gravity Defyer you won’t want to stand still. It’s the perfect 
fitness shoe for all ages. They relieve pain in your ankles, knees and
back. They reduce fatigue so you can exercise longer with less effort
and provide instant comfort with internal cooling. They’re so good
they are even recommended by orthopedists and chiropractors to 
alleviate the stress of aging. So let your shoes absorb the impact 
instead of your body. Try the new GDefy Ballistic by Gravity Defyer
today!

Ankle & foot
pain gone 

Exercise
20% longer 

w/ no
fatigue 

Most 
comfortable
shoe ever

owned

4 out of 5 
purchase

another pair
within 3 mos.

Trampoline Membrane Heel
Smart Memory Master Spring
Twin Stabilizer Coils
AVS3  Sole Ventilation System

Perfect-Fit Width Adjuster
Anti-Microbial Comfort Fit
Insole
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YES. I wish to order the following exclusive Military Career Service
Ring, personalized with my initials and year dates of service.
PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN.

Service: Army Navy Air Force Marine Corps

Career Insignia: Enter emblem #. See pictures & numbers above: ________
Call or visit www.Vetcom.com for additional Career and Division Insignias.

Ring Size: ___ Initials (3): ____ ____ ____ Svc. Yrs: _____to_____
(A ring size guide will be sent to you to assure proper fit. Or, you may check with your jeweler.)

I Need Send No Money Now.
I will be billed in four monthly installments of $49.75* each with the first
payment due prior to shipment. My satisfaction is completely guaranteed
or I may return my ring within 30 days for replacement or refund.
* Plus $14.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% state sales tax.

Shipping Address: (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________ Zip: __________

Phone #: (_______)____________ Email: __________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Military Career Service Rings, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

N6 N9

MACHINIST’S
MATE

QUARTER
MASTER

N13 N14

CRYPTOLOGIC
TECH

ELECTRONIC
TECH

N15

SUBMARINER

N1

N5N4

We are proud to introduce our new, exclusive
series of Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine

Corps Military Career Service rings, crafted with
solid 10 Karat Gold, Sterling Silver detailed with
22 Karat Antiqued Gold and polished capstones.
• U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force or Marine Corps in bold lettering
surrounds a solid 10kt Gold Service Emblem set on a
brilliant capstone. (Army- Black Onyx, Navy & Air Force-
Sapphire Blue, Marine Corps- Red)

• Official Service Branch emblems are shown on one side
(Marine Corps with Iwo Jima Flag Raising, Air Force with
Historic Hap Arnold “Wings”). Your personal Career/Division Insignia
is featured on the other side. (See choices below & at Vetcom.com.)

• Inside of band is engraved with
your initials and years of service
and is solid and smooth for
maximum comfort. Our rings
are never hollowed out.

• Thank You priced at just $199*,
with affordable payment plan available.

EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY

ARMOR
A6

PARACHUTIST
A2 A4

A11 A12

A7

A10

INTRODUCING OUR OFFICIAL ARMY, NAVY AIR FORCE & MARINE CORPS

MILITARY CAREER SERVICE RINGS
HANDCRAFTED IN AMERICA FEATURING YOUR SERVICE AND CAREER EMBLEMS

Navy Ring
shown with

NAVY SERVICE

ARMY NAVY MARINE CORPS AIR FORCE

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS, WATCHES & COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

INFANTRY SPECIAL
FORCES

CAVALRYRANGER AVIATION

ELECTRICIAN’S
MATE

HOSPITAL
MATE

3RD MARINE
DIVISION

M1 M4

M8 M9

M3

DRILL
INSTRUCTOR

4TH MARINE
AIR WING

4TH MARINE
DIVISION

1ST MARINE
DIVISION

AF1

FIRE
PROTECTION

AF2

AIR DEFENSE
COMMAND

AF3

AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

AF8

TACTICAL AIR
COMMAND

AF6

STRATEGIC
AIR COMMAND

AF5

COMBAT
CONTROL

AF7

8TH
AIR FORCE

AF10

CHIEF
MASTER

CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering.

Marine Corps Ring shown with
2ND MARINE DIVISION

© ICM 2006-2010 CARRIN-ALM-0710

FREE FLAG PIN
WITH EVERY ORDER!

N11

YEOMAN

M2

M7

3RD MARINE
AIR WING

M6

2ND MARINE
AIR WING

M5

1ST MARINE
AIR WING

A8

MEDICAL
CORPS

ADDITIONAL CAREER / DIVISION EMBLEMS AVAILABLE! CALL OR VISIT WWW.VETCOM.COM FOR DETAILS.

Air Force Ring shown with
OFFICIAL USAF EMBLEMAF11

A10

Army Ring shown with
ARMY RANGER
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 20 A Mile in Their Boots
Soldiers and Marines connect 
with history where it was made.  
By Dan Carlinsky

 30 MyLegion.org
The online social network just for 
Legionnaires launches this summer.

 32 The Ultimate High Ground
A space force is vital to maintaining 
our military edge.  By Alan W. Dowd

 36 Blue Water Battle
Sailors suff er illness and disability 
as new VA rules deny them Agent 
Orange benefi ts.  By Ken Olsen

 42 Citizenship 101
South Carolina’s Post 17 supports 
JROTC programs for at-risk teens.  
By Andy Romey

 46 The First Generation
“The Deacon” served as a corpsman 
in France during World War I. 
By Paul Fedorchak

  ON THE COVER 
Bombs are loaded onto planes 
aboard USS Bon Homme Richard 
off  Vietnam in 1965. Sailors claim 
they, too, were exposed to Agent 
Orange. SEE PAGE 36. Kyoichi Sawada/Corbis

THE OLD GLORY 
BOAT PARADE

On the Fourth of July, 
boat owners, crews and 
spectators enjoy an 
annual on-the-water 
spectacular hosted by 
The American Legion 
Yacht Club in Newport 
Harbor, Calif. This year’s 
theme is “Stars and 
Stripes Forever,” and 
among the prizes 
awarded are the 
Commodore’s Trophy, 
the Spirit Award, Best 
Decorated Boat and Best 
Use of Animation. Events 
start at Post 291, where 
military, veterans and 
invited guests board 
boats from the Legion 
docks. Picnic lunches and 
chairs in tow, thousands 
pack the beaches to 
watch the parade. 
Established in 1966, The 
American Legion Yacht 
Club has 1,100 members 
– Legionnaires, Auxiliary 
and Sons of The 
American Legion. Carmen Williams

The American Legion Magazine, a leader among 
national general-interest publications, is 
published monthly by The American Legion for 
its 2.5 million members. These wartime 
veterans, working through 14,000 community-
level posts, dedicate themselves to God and 
Country and traditional American values; strong 
national security;  adequate and compassionate 
care for veterans, their widows and orphans; 
community service; and the wholesome 
development of our nation’s youth.

5 Vet Voice
8 Commander’s Message

10 Big Issues
12 Living Well
18 Veterans Update
48 Rapid Fire
56 Comrades
60 Parting Shots
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Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 
FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION.

Unlike other mesothelioma lawyers, we  

are veterans who share your values and are 
personally commited throughout your case.  

Unparalleled track record securing millions of 
dollars to help pay for healthcare and support 
their families. 
  

We offer free, no-obligation consultation  
nationwide, and do not expect compensation 
until your suit has succeeded. 

Attention Victims of Asbestos-Related 

MESOTHELIOMA

We have over 20 years of experience successfully 
representing veterans stricken by asbestos-
related mesothelioma.

EXPERIENCE:

SERVICE:

RESULTS:

COMMITMENT:

Trusted attorneys. 
Fellow veterans.

Your best choice  
in a time of need.
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Don’t miss this opportunity to own the new 2010 Silver Eagle and the rare, 
late mint release 2010 $5 Gold American Eagle. Due to anticipated demand, a strict

limit of 5 gold and silver coins must be adhered to. Available for a limited time at
these special prices so don’t miss out…order now! As always, shipping is FREE.
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GREAT PRICE ON SILVER EAGLES TOO!
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American Eagle $2198*
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American Eagle
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Ease of use,  peace of mind.

1-800-578-2899
SOURCE CODE 1619070

Be able to bathe safely, without worry 
 with a Premier Walk-In Bath.

Name

Address 

Send to:  Premier Care in Bathing Inc. , 2330 South Nova Rd., 
South Daytona, Florida 32119

1619070❏✔  Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE  
about Premier Care Walk-In Baths.

“Transform your bathroom 
and transform your life.”
~ Karen Grassle

Offer subject to 
approval from 
GE Money Bank
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If anyone would like to have 
fl owers placed at the grave of 
someone buried in an ABMC 
cemetery, arrangements can be 
made through the ABMC’s Web 
site. A form at www.abmc.gov/
services/index.php will get 
them started.

 – John C. Schnabel, Antigo, Wis.

Amnesty debate
Rep. Solomon Ortiz’s support 

for amnesty for illegal aliens 
(Big Issues, May) shows he 
has learned nothing from the 
1986 “one-time-only” amnesty 
for nearly 3 million illegals. 
Since then, the government 
has granted six more amnesties, 
and we’re now looking at 
11 million to 18 million illegals. 
Can he explain how an eighth 
amnesty would benefi t any of 
our native-born unemployed?

– Dave Gorak, La Valle, Wis.

 A clause in this new bill 
states that if a person has legal 
status in the United States no 
member of that person’s family, 
regardless of his or her own 
status, can be deported. That is 
an open invitation for every 
illegal who pays the $500 fi ne to 
smuggle everyone in his family 
here. The number of immi-
grants would be staggering, 

and the costs would bankrupt 
America. Approximately 
80 percent of illegals are male, 
so if you add a wife and two or 
three kids, we will increase our 
population not by the 15 million 
they say are here now, but by 
45 million to 60 million! Every 
politician knows these numbers 
exist, and their unsustainable 
cost, so how could they support 
such legislation?

 – Daryl Tisinger, Eloy, Ariz.

I have always been amazed 
by Congress’ ability to claim 
expertise on issues its members 
know nothing about, such as 
Rep. Solomon Ortiz’s comments 
about legalizing undocumented 
aliens in the United States.

I have a foreign-born daugh-
ter-in-law who is not a U.S. 
citizen. She speaks perfect 
English. She has gone through 
all the background checks and 
two interviews, and they have 
already cost her over $2,000. 
After several months, she 
received a two-year conditional 
U.S. residency.

Rep. Jason Chaffetz is much 
better informed, with a signifi -
cantly better solution. Secure 
the borders, enforce laws and 
don’t reward lawbreakers.

 – John McLane, New Canaan, Conn.

‘The Whole Earth as Their Tomb’
Reading this story (May) brought back 

great memories. While we were stationed 
in Germany from 2000 to 2004, my family 
and I visited every American Battle 
Monuments Commission cemetery and 
almost all the memorials in Europe, some 
more than once. On every visit, after the 
lump in my throat and the chill in my spine 
had subsided and I had wiped away an 
emotional tear, we would walk in awe and 
refl ect on these heroes who gave their lives 
for their country. The ABMC and the host 
countries do a magnifi cent job of keeping 
the cemeteries in pristine condition.

 – Andrew W. Reese, Alexandria, Va. 

The Magazine for a Strong America

HOW TO CONTACT US

For assistance with membership record verification, 
membership applications, change of address, 
notification of member death or changes to magazine 
or Dispatch subscriptions, contact customer service.

 CUSTOMER (317) 860-3111 
 SERVICE cs@legion.org
  The American Legion
  Data Services
   P.O. Box 1954
  Indianapolis, IN 46206

 For change of address by mail, attach old address 
label, provide new address and membership number. 

 NATIONAL  (317) 630-1200
 HEADQUARTERS 700 N. Pennsylvania St.
   Indianapolis, IN 46204
 AMERICAN LEGION  P.O. Box 1055
 MAGAZINE Indianapolis, IN 46206
 E-MAIL magazine@legion.org
 TELEPHONE  (317) 630-1298
 WEB SITE  www.legion.org
 SUBSCRIPTIONS  Free with membership
  Non-members: $15 
  Foreign: $21
  Post-spon sored and widows: $6
  Single copies: $3.50

MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION
Veterans who served at least one day of active military duty 
during wartime, or are serving now, are potentially eligible 
for membership in The American Legion. Members must 
have been honorably discharged or still serving honorably.
 ELIGIBILITY Aug 2, 1990 – current
 DATES OF Dec. 20,1989 – Jan. 31, 1990
 MILITARY Aug. 24, 1982 – July 31, 1984 
 SERVICE Feb. 28,1961 – May 7, 1975 
  June 25, 1950 – Jan. 31, 1955
  Dec. 7, 1941 – Dec. 31, 1946
  April 6, 1917 – Nov 11, 1918
  (Merchant Marines who served
  from Dec. 7, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1946,
  are also eligible.)

 TO JOIN Membership Division
  ia@legion.org
  (317) 630-1321
  www.legion.org
PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION
 VETERANS AFFAIRS (202) 861-2700
 & REHABILITATION var@legion.org
 ECONOMICS 202.861.2700
  econ@legion.org
 FAMILY SUPPORT (800) 504-4098
 NETWORK familysupport@legion.org 
 CITIZENS FLAG (317) 630-1384
 ALLIANCE cfa@cfa-inc.org
  www.legion.org/flag
 LEGION RIDERS (317) 630-1265
  www.legion.org/riders
  wsloan@legion.org
 AMERICAN LEGION (317) 630-1249
 BASEBALL jquinlan@legion.org
  www.legion.org/baseball
 BOYS NATION (317) 630-1207
  jdruskis@legion.org
 JUNIOR (317) 630-1249
 SHOOTING SPORTS mbuss@legion.org
 NATIONAL (317) 630-1249
 ORATORICAL CONTEST  mbuss@legion.org
 HEROES TO (703) 908-6250
 HOMETOWNS heroestohometowns@legion.org

SCHOLARSHIPS & CHARITABLE TRUSTS
 AMERICAN LEGACY (317) 630-1212
 SCHOLARSHIP mnovak@legion.org
 AMERICAN LEGION (317) 630-1202
 ENDOWMENT FUND 
 CHILD WELFARE (317) 630-1202
 FOUNDATION www.cwf-inc.org
 NATIONAL (317) 630-1202
 EMERGENCY FUND ia@legion.org

AMERICAN LEGION MERCHANDISE
 ORDER PLACEMENT (888) 453-4466
 AND CATALOG  emblem.legion.org
 REQUESTS emblem@legion.org

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY
 AMERICAN LEGION  (317) 569-4500
 AUXILIARY www.legion.org/auxiliary
 SONS OF THE  (317) 630-1200
 AMERICAN LEGION www.legion.org/sons

Page 05



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   JULY 20106

There is no such thing as 
an undocumented immigrant. 
People who enter the United 
States illegally have broken the 
law and continue to break the 
law every minute they are 
allowed to remain inside our 
borders. We have laws. Enforce 
them! As an independent, it 
infuriates me that offi cials on 
both sides of the aisle think 
they can add millions to their 
November blocks by magically 
converting criminals into voters. 
We are a nation of laws or we 
are not.

– Steve Clayton, Holly Ridge, N.C.

‘The Cost of Criminalized 
Intelligence’

I read this article (May) with 
interest. We in Army intelligence 
fi elds suffered the same restric-
tions and threats of legal action 
in the post-Watergate years. 
Those restrictions were such 
that I could not stay in the 
fi eld and separated when my 
time was up, as did several 
others who also had many 
years in the service. I salute 
those who stayed and worked 
hard to do a job politicians tried 
their best to destroy.

– John R. Garrett, Parker, Colo.

In his piece bemoaning 
Attorney General Eric Holder’s 
decision to reopen the criminal 
investigation into certain CIA 
activities, Ilario Pantano seems 
to go out of his way to avoid the 
specifi c deeds investigated.

It was CIA intelligence opera-
tives, for example, who per-
formed most of what they and 
the Bush administration called 
“enhanced interrogation tech-

niques,” and the rest of the 
world knows as torture, at 
Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo 
Bay. Not only is that behavior 
contrary to international 
accords, it is contrary to the 
most elemental concepts that 
U.S. soldiers fi ght to protect at 
home and restore or provide 
abroad. It also exposes all 
U.S. personnel to similar treat-
ment if captured.

The CIA has absolutely acted 
with criminal indifference to the 
laws of our country, and in 
defi ance of the sovereignty of 
other nations. I believe everyone 
in the service of this country 
should act in accordance with 
elemental human rights.

– Steve Bailey, Boulder Creek, Calif.

Priority  enrollees
I read this column (Veterans 

Update, May), and hope the 
“stampede” never occurs. It 
usually takes several calls to 
the Southern Arizona VA center 
to make an appointment, be-
cause after 20 minutes on hold, 
you usually get disconnected. 
There is no call-back system.

In April, I ran that gauntlet 
to make an appointment, my 
fi rst since coronary-bypass 
surgery and an ankle replace-
ment. The fi rst available appoint-
ment was in June. If the stam-
pede occurs, how long will I 
wait then?

 – Philip Wrona, Tucson, Ariz.

Tom Philpott forgot to mention 
that in this program your IRA or 
savings cannot exceed $80,000. 
Although your income might 
only be $25,000, and you rely on 
your savings to supplement that 

income, you cannot qualify for 
Group 5. You must spend your 
savings and go on public assis-
tance, and then you would 
qualify for Group 5. Let’s make 
sure everyone understands VA’s 
system of priorities.

 – Bob Zelloe, Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Green jobs
I respectfully disagree 

with Wendy Enelow’s view 
that potential green jobs will 
help solve our double-digit 
unemployment (Rapid Fire, 
May). Jobs producing and 
erecting windmills, solar panels, 
home energy-saving devices, 
etc., are comparatively small 
and do not provide the employ-
ment that more labor-intensive 
jobs like those in mining, 
farming and manufacturing 
do, and such jobs do not add 
signifi cant new money to 
communities or states. Most 
of the green jobs Enelow 
mentioned are service or govern-
ment jobs that re-circulate or 
absorb existing money, and 
contribute little to solving the 
current problem of 17 million 
jobless Americans.

– Samuel Manganello, Pittsburgh

Editor’s note: The June Com-
mander’s Message (“A Victory 
We Can Never Forget”) stated 
that John Koontz Sr. served with 
the 101st Airborne Division in 
Korea. This error originally 
appeared in the Hagerstown, 
Md., Herald-Mail. The 101st 
Airborne did not serve in Korea. 
Koontz trained with the 101st 
Airborne at Breckinridge, Ky., 
but served in Korea with the 
24th Infantry Division. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206
magazine@legion.org
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Own a towering tribute 
to the eagle’s majesty

Now a commanding hand-painted sculpture brings to 

life the regal splendor of the eagle.  Every magnificent 

hand-cast detail is highlighted under gleaming cold-cast 

bronze, and the phrase, “Let your spirit soar to the highest 

summit” adds further inspiration.

Exceptional value; satisfaction  guaranteed

Summit of Majesty is available 

exclusively from The Bradford 

Exchange.  It comes with a 

365-day money-back guarantee 

and is issued in a limited edi-

tion of just 5,000 pieces.  To 

obtain it at the issue price, you 

need send no money now. You 

can pay for your sculpture in 

fi ve convenient monthly install-

ments of $29.99 each, the fi rst 
billed before shipment, for a 
total of $149.95.  Just return the 

Reservation Application today!

YES.  Please reserve the Summit of Majesty hand-painted 
sculpture for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus $15.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 5,000 pieces. Please 
allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and order 
acceptance.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

 01-03996-001-E

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

A fully sculpted masterpiece
in cold-cast bronze

IMPRESSIVELY 

SIZED AT NEARLY 

1½ FEET TALL!

Spirits Rise On 
Eagles’ Wings

LIMITED TO ONLY 

5,000 PIECES! 

Three-dimensional 

sculpture is thrilling to 
behold from any angle

©2010 BGE  01-03996-001-BIR

www.bradfordexchange.com

94991
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Let’s turn back the clock to a pivotal moment in American history. 
World War II was winding down. Millions of young veterans were 
coming home from the great theaters in Europe and Asia. Many of them 
entered service as their family farms were failing. Foreclosures were 
rampant, and jobs were scarce. America had yet to recover from the 
Great Depression. During the war, families rationed food, gas, metal and 
other materials for the effort, maintaining vigilance and austerity.

The fi rst generation of Legionnaires had a masterful plan to absorb the 
shock of so many veterans re-entering the civilian economy. They 
pushed through a GI Bill of Rights that sent millions to college, made 
home ownership affordable and offered job-training initiatives that 
replaced uncertainty with prosperity. Around the same time, another 
measure to help bridge the economic gap between war and peace was 
passed: the Veterans Preference Hiring Act of 1944.

The spirit behind that law was clear. Those who risked their lives in 
uniform for our nation deserved a better shot than others at getting jobs 
in the federal government. In practical terms, that means veterans were 
to receive bonus points when their applications were graded for posi-
tions in federal agencies or offi ces.

We all know what the GI Bill meant for the U.S. economy. It fueled a 
half-century of growth and created the middle class. And while it has 
needed updating at times, it remains a prominent reason for joining the 
military and a viable contributor to the U.S. economy.

Not so with the Veterans Preference Hiring Act. It disturbs me to hear 
that only about 30 percent of the Department of Veterans Affairs work 
force is composed of veteran employees. 

At a time when veteran unemployment is outpacing that of the general 
population, the U.S. government must do a better job of fulfi lling the 
spirit of the Veterans Preference Hiring Act. The percentage of veterans 
working at VA should be 75, not 30. Likewise, laws that require just 
3 percent of U.S. government contracts to be awarded to disabled-veter-
an-owned businesses can no longer be ignored, as they currently are.

There are many reasons for the breakdown. Foremost is communica-
tion. Veterans are not adequately notifi ed about job or contract opportu-
nities available in the federal government. Some agencies have failed to 
publicize job opportunities, as required by law, that could be fulfi lled by 
veterans. Contract procurement is too great a mystery for too many 
veterans. In today’s environment of instant mass communication, there 
is no reason veterans should be left in the dark about opportunities.

The American Legion testifi ed before Congress in May that programs 
must be provided to better train veterans for government employment, 
and to reach out on contract procurement. www.legion.org/careers

President Obama has established task forces to close these gaps. 
VA Secretary Eric Shinseki has made economic recovery – particularly 
for homeless veterans – among his highest priorities. And I have created 
a special American Legion committee to accelerate the effort – as 
partners, not adversaries – to help bring the federal government into 
compliance with its own laws and fi nally fulfi ll the spirit behind them.

Veterans can revive our economy

MEMORANDA

LEGACY RUN 2010: Registration is 
now open for those wishing to 
participate in The American 
Legion’s fi fth annual Legacy Run, a 
1,355-mile motorcycle caravan 
looping from Indianapolis through 
the heartland of America, arriving 
in Milwaukee in time for the 92nd 
American Legion National 
Convention. Registered riders can 
join the run at any point. 
Supporters can meet participants 
at American Legion posts along 
the way and deliver their 
contributions to the Legion’s 
Legacy Scholarship Fund, which 
provides college assistance for the 
children of military personnel who 
lost their lives on duty after 9/11. To 
learn more, see the route map or 
register, visit www.legion.org/
riders. Follow this year’s Legacy 
Run with daily updates on 
Facebook, Twitter and The 
American Legion’s Web site. 
www.legion.org

CONVENTION TIME: Milwaukee 
is the home of the 92nd American 
Legion National Convention, 
Aug. 27 to Sept. 2. A dynamic 
schedule of speakers, workshops, 
entertainers, exhibitions and a 
veterans job fair are among the 
many attractions. 
www.legion.org/convention

National Commander 
Clarence E. Hill
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT HOVEROUND

VISIT US ON THE WEB WWW.HOVEROUND.COM

FREE 
DVD

So call Hoveround now at 800-624-6515 
AND TAKE YOUR LIFE BACK!2

1 Insurance coverage depends on medical necessity which is determined by your insurer. A valid doctor’s prescription required. 
2 All calls made to Hoveround may be recorded for quality assurance.  © 2010 Hoveround. Licensed in the State of Illinois.

In this 10-minute DVD, you’ll discover why a Hoveround is the 
power chair you want. You’ll see that your Hoveround will be:

Covered by Medicare, Medicaid and  
other private insurance, so you will  
pay little or nothing.1

Customized by the people you buy  
it from, right here in the U.S.A.

Easier to get than you ever imagined.

0610 ALad

With Hoveround you will get:

FREE 
Delivery to your home.

FREE 
DVD and Information Kit.

FREE 
Mobility Consultation.

ou will getg :

me.

n Kit.

n.

Chet’s story
For years,  

United States Veterans,  
like Chet Perkins,  

have told us that their  
new Hoveround power 
chair gave them back  

their life. 

“My Hoveround gives  
me the Freedom and  

Independence to do the 
things that I love to do.”  

—Chet Perkins,  
Retired US Army &  
Hoveround Owner

Imagine...
...being mobile enough to

get around on your own every day!
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OPPOSE

Overhaul federal student loans

Rep. George Miller, D-Calif.
 Miller is chairman of the 

House Committee on 
Education and Labor.

Rep. John Kline, R-Minn.
 Kline is the senior Republican 

on the House Committee on 
Education and Labor.

SUPPORT

Sixty-six years ago, our nation seized an oppor-
tunity to strengthen our economy by investing in 
our veterans. Congress passed the GI Bill in 1944, 
opening the doors of college to millions of veterans 
who had dedicated years of their lives to our 
country. It turned out to be one of the smartest 
federal investments ever made, helping build 
America’s middle class.

 Generations later, Congress has taken another 
landmark step to open the doors of opportunity 
for millions of Americans. As part of our historic 
health-reform law, we also enacted reforms that 
will make our federal student-
aid programs work better for 
students and taxpayers. They 
will eliminate wasteful subsi-
dies to student-loan middle-
men, and originate all federal 
student loans directly through 
the government. After years of 
sending billions to CEOs and 
banks, we will invest dollars 
more wisely by using them to help families pay for 
college. Lenders and private companies will still 
service 100 percent of these loans, keeping jobs 
here while improving service for borrowers. 

These investments will make college more 
affordable for students and graduates alike. They 
will increase the maximum Pell Grant scholarship 
to $5,500 by 2010 and to $5,975 by 2017, and link it 
to rise with cost-of-living increases. The law will 
also make loans more manageable to repay. 
Starting in 2014, eligible borrowers will be able to 
cap their monthly payments at just 10 percent of 
their income. Coupled with a loan-forgiveness 
program that erases federal college debt for public 
servants – including military personnel – after 
10 years, this new benefi t will make a tremendous 
difference for Americans working hard to pay off 
their loans while pursuing their dreams.

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

I am deeply troubled by recent legislation that 
abolishes private-sector participation in student 
aid and replaces it with a one-size-fi ts-all program 
administered by the Department of Education.

For more than 40 years, the Federal Family 
Education Loan Program ensured millions of 
students had access to billions of dollars in 
fi nancial aid. The federal government set the 
basic terms, giving students with little or no 
credit history access to low-cost loans with 
favorable repayment terms. Thousands of loan 
providers – from credit unions to state-based 

nonprofi ts to large national 
lenders – participated. They 
competed on customer 
service and price, making 
loans even more convenient 
and affordable. 

Some had a mission of 
expanding access to college. 
Others were interested in 
providing good service to 

young people with the hope of earning their 
trust – and business – for a lifetime. Whatever 
their motives, these loan providers leveraged tens 
of billions of dollars in private capital each year 
to help Americans pay for college.

The Democratic Congress voted to eliminate 
this program, ensuring non-federal organizations 
will be blocked from originating the most popular 
type of student loan for the upcoming school 
year. Instead, the U.S. Treasury will be the sole 
source of more than $100 billion in new loans. 
At a time when our debts and defi cits continue to 
explode, this is a fi nancial and administrative 
burden our government cannot afford.

Choice and competition used to be hallmarks 
of student lending. Now, thanks to yet another 
government takeover, students will have nowhere 
to turn but the vast federal bureaucracy.

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

Supporters of the new law governing 
federal student loans claim the reforms 

will eliminate wasteful subsidies. 
Critics say the legislation is another 
government takeover that actually 
eliminates choice and competition.
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And Your LAST CHANCE at Only
Our shoe buyer got a little frisky, knowing that 
next month prices would go up. So he bought

plenty, & the rafters are bursting! 

To make room, we are offering this Last Chance    
Low Price plus FREE Shipping! You still get 

the full Dr. Scholl’s® treatment:

Tri-Level Comfort® insoles with 3 layers 
cushioning. Soft Genuine Leather         

uppers  & smooth manmade trim
with breathable mesh details.

• Padded ankle collars 
• Hand-stitched mocc toe

• Twin elastic gores
• Updated TPR

outsole with 
excellent
traction. 

Black

Pewter
Grey

2-Tone
Natural

Copper
Brown

Twin Gore
for Security

& Ease!

                          Duke Habernickel
#1 Bargain Place Jessup, PA 18434-1834
   

© 2010 Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. Manufactured for Brown Shoe Company, Inc., 
under license from Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc.

Send ___ pairs. I enclose $____________  
purchase price plus $6.99 postage. 
In GA add sales tax.

Imported

Haband #1 Bargain Place
Jessup, PA 18434-1834

Haband.com 
Shop Online: 

Card #_______________________________________Exp.: ______/_____

Mr. Mrs. Ms.__________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________ Apt. # ______

City & State_____________________________________Zip ___________

2 pairs 55.97   3 pairs 80.95
2999

per pair 

*Genuine Leather
LOAFERS

D & EEE
Widths! 

®

2999

Men’s D Widths:  7 71⁄2 8 81⁄2
9 91⁄2 10 101⁄2 11 12 13

Men’s *EEE Width
($4 more per pair):   8 81⁄2 9 91⁄2

10 101⁄2 11 12 13

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time!

®

Check

DISC  VER
®

N E T W O R K

On-Line Quick Order

BLACK01
2-TONE NATURALL9

PEWTER GREY6B
COPPER BROWND6

7ER–42J32 WHAT
SIZE?

HOW
MANY?

WHAT
WIDTH?

Only

per pair
Genuine Leather
LOAFERS

FREE
Shipping

per 
pair

LAST CHANCE at this LOW PRICE
and FREE SHIPPING to boot!

FREE
Shipping

FREE 
shipping!

and

Order Now! 

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it  electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive 
your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution.
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Water-exercise classes are available in health clubs, YMCAs 
and wellness centers across the country. As you move your 
limbs through water, you tone your entire body, and the 
chances of injury are virtually nonexistent. Water-based 
stretching does not stress the joints. Water’s natural resis-
tance allows you to move more freely than on land. Beginners 
who have never taken an aerobics class, and those who can’t 
keep up with fast-paced classes, can go slower in the pool 
and still reap the health benefi ts.

Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. It 
is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems.

Diet diary
Want to lose some weight? Start 
keeping track of what you’re 
eating. The American Academy of 
Family Physicians (AAFP) says a 
food diary can “help you track how 
much food – and how many 
calories – you’re taking in. This can 
help make it easier to lose those 
extra pounds,” according 
to U.S. News and World Report. The 
AAFP recommends the following 
when keeping a food diary:

 Don’t change your eating 
routine, unless your doctor 
suggests this.

 Track which foods you eat, and 
how much. Include everything – 
snacks, beverages, sides, 
condiments, toppings, dips, etc.

 Write down the time of day 
you eat, where you eat, and 
whether you are alone or with 
someone else. 

 Enter the information 
immediately after you fi nish 
eating.

 Keep track of how you feel while 
you’re eating – happy, sad, 
anxious, etc.

 Keep track of what you’re doing 
when you’re eating.

 Don’t leave anything out.

Pop problems
Those who drink two or more sugary soft drinks per week have 
an 87-percent-higher risk of pancreatic cancer, according to a 
study of 60,000 people in Singapore. The study’s fi ndings were 
reported by Reuters.

“High levels of sugar in soft drinks may be increasing the 
level of insulin in the body, which we think contributes to 
pancreatic-cancer cell growth,” says the University 
of Minnesota’s Mark Pereira, the study’s lead researcher.

Pancreatic cancer affl  icts 37,680 Americans each year and 
has a very high mortality rate, with only 2 to 3 percent 

surviving for fi ve years.

M
edia Bakery

Media Bakery

continued on page 14

BY MARK FUERST
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 For a coupon to try Aleve, visit aleve.com 
*Use as directed for minor arthritis pain.  
 †Comparison to Extra Strength Tylenol based on minimum label dosing for 24 hours.
 © 2010 Bayer HealthCare LLC.

If you could take fewer  
pills, why wouldn’t you? 
When it comes to arthritis* and body pain 
relief, you can take fewer pills with Aleve®. Just 
two Aleve have the strength to last all day. That 
would take four times as many Tylenol®. †  
Fewer pills. All-day relief.
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Get defensive when you feel criticized or judged? You’re not alone. Defensiveness may be rooted 
in the human need to maintain self-esteem and strong social bonds. But it can have health 
consequences, according to a study reported in Psychophysiology. When 199 men and 
women participated in stressful role-playing and debate situations, women who 
showed a strong defensive reaction experienced a jump in blood pressure and 
heart rate. The opposite trait posed problems, too. Older men who scored low 
on defensiveness experienced increases in systolic blood pressure and 
cortisol, a stress hormone, and heart rhythm was aff ected for longer. 
These reactions are potentially damaging to cardiovascular health. 
According to the American Heart Association, there is a relationship 
between heart disease and personality traits, but more studies are 
needed to understand just how stress harms the heart. 

Her stress, his stress

STRETCHING EXERCISES
Stretching is just as important for 
water-based as for land-based 
exercises. Even though you may 
not sweat while you’re in the water, 
you’re working your muscles harder 
than you think. Stretching helps 
decrease muscle soreness and 
maintain fl exibility.

Typical stretches (for about 
30 seconds) you can do in your 
backyard pool include: 

 To stretch your sides, raise your left 
hand straight over your head. Place 
your right hand straight down at 
your side in the water, feet 
together. Stretch your left arm over 
your head as you lean your upper 
body to the right and drop the 
right hand down by your side. 
Switch sides and repeat.

 To open up your chest muscles, 
turn your back to the wall, arms 
touching the wall behind you, and 
lean forward.

 To stretch your upper back, face 
the wall, hold onto the side with 
your hands, and round your back.

 For a total-body stretch, face the 
side of the pool and grip the edge 
with your hands. Bend your knees 
and press your feet against the 
pool’s side as you inhale. As you 
exhale, move your hips back slowly. 
Don’t lock your knees or elbows.

Media Bakery

Any type of water-based therapy is a terrifi c 
workout, especially when recovering from an 
injury, says Lisa Callahan, co-director of the 
Women’s Sports Medicine Center at the 
Hospital for Special Surgery. “Water supports 
you and allows you to exercise without aggra-
vating injuries.” Plus, it’s refreshing, particu-
larly if you have tight muscles.

Stretching muscles in the water is also ideal 
for cross-training, and can add variety to 
tennis players’ and golfers’ workouts. And if 
you’re rehabilitating an injury, you can begin 
to exercise much earlier in the water than on 
land. For example, if you have pulled a hip 
muscle, you may not be able to lift the weight 
of your leg and bring it through its complete 
range of motion. Since your leg weighs much 
less underwater, you can likely do so in water.

Water-based exercises, individually or in 
small groups led by qualifi ed instructors, 
usually begin with a light warm-up and gentle 
stretching for fi ve to 10 minutes. This leads 
into exercises for 30 to 40 minutes, including 
some that use the sides of the pool or fl otation 
devices for balance: swinging a ball in a 
fi gure-eight pattern underwater, marching in 
place, extending your arms and legs as far as 
you can, and jumping jacks. The class ends 
with a cool-down and more stretches for fi ve to 
10 minutes.

Mark Fuerst is a Brooklyn-based health and 
medical writer.

continued from page 12
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More than 33% of the last Silver Tigers are gone. 
Don’t miss your chance to own one.

®

SOON TO BE EXTINCT!

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor of worldwide government coin issues and is not affiliated with the
United States government. Facts and figures were deemed accurate as of February 2010. ©GovMint.com, 2010

Buy more and you save even more!
• One 2010 Australia Tiger Silver Dollar for $38.95 + s/h

• 3-4 for only $36.95 each + s/h

• 5 or more for only $31.95 each + s/h Save $7 each
Includes 30 Day Money-Back Guarantee

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. YTD111, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.GovMint.com

It’s the newest (and last) in a series of 12 Chinese
Zodiac Silver Dollars from Australia. 

Each 2010 Tiger contains one Troy ounce of
99.9% silver, and features an image of the
world’s largest cat in stunning, shimmering relief.  

We’re an official distributor for Australian Tiger
Silver Dollars. We bring these Silver Tigers to you
at our best direct-from-the-mint price.  

And that’s a big savings. In fact, you can get
these 2010 Silver Tigers at up to 39% off what
they’re selling for elsewhere.

Don’t wait. Expect a complete and rapid sell out.

Toll-Free 24 hours a day

1-888-324-9115
Offer Code YTD111. Please mention this code when you call.

ADVERTISEMENT
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For most Americans, Independence Day 
celebrations aren’t complete without fi reworks, 
but safety is key to making sure they don’t end 
with a trip to the ER – especially if there are 
children around. As KidsHealth.org reports, six 
deaths were linked to fi reworks, and hospital 
emergency rooms treated 9,300 fi reworks 
injuries, in 2003.

So KidsHealth’s advice is to “attend public 
fi reworks displays, and leave the lighting to the 
professionals.” But if you still plan to celebrate 
with your own fi reworks, make sure they’re 
legal in your city, and keep the following safety 
tips in mind:
 “Kids should never play with fi reworks … 

If you give kids sparklers, make sure they keep 
them outside and away from the face, clothing 
and hair. Sparklers can reach 1,800 degrees 
Fahrenheit – hot enough to melt gold.”
 “Buy only legal fi reworks (legal fi reworks have 

a label with the manufacturer’s name and 
directions; illegal ones are unlabeled), and store 
them in a cool, dry place. Illegal fi reworks 
usually go by the names M-80, M-100, block-
buster or quarter-pounder. These explosives 
were banned in 1966, but still account for many 
fi reworks injuries.”
 “Never try to make your own fi reworks.”
 “Always use fi reworks outside, and have a 

bucket of water and a hose nearby in case 
of accidents.”
 “Never throw or point fi reworks at someone, 

even in jest.”
 “Don’t hold fi reworks in your hand or have any 

part of your body over them while lighting. 
Wear some sort of eye protection, and avoid 
carrying fi reworks in your pocket – the friction 
could set them off.”
 “Point fi reworks away from homes, and 

keep them away from brush, leaves and fl am-
mable substances.”
 “Don’t allow kids to pick up pieces of fi reworks 

after an event. Some may still be ignited and 
can explode at any time.”
 “Soak all fi reworks in a bucket of water before 

throwing them in the trash.”

Find out more:    www.kidshealth.org

Transplant technology
According to The Economist, manufacturer 
Organovo of San Diego is preparing to ship 
$200,000 inkjet-type printers that can create 
living organs for patients needing transplants. 
The 3-D “bioprinter” works by spraying 
extracted microscopic cells on top of each 
other in pass after pass. On the bioprinter’s 
equivalent of a sheet of paper, and under 
laboratory conditions, the cells fuse together 
and grow for several weeks, until an organ 
substantial enough for research use – and, 
ultimately, for human transplants – is created. 
The bioprinter is faster than growing such 
organs from scratch, which scientists at 
North Carolina’s Wake Forest Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine have been doing 
for years. 

The beat goes on
Listening to upbeat music gives you 15 percent 
more exercise endurance, according to a study 
published in the Journal of Exercise and Sport 

Physiology. But forget the elevator music. 
Researchers at Brunel University’s 

School of Sport and Education found 
that exercisers who listened to 

“motivational” rock or pop music, 
including selections by 

Madonna and the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, lasted longer 
walking on the treadmill than 

those who listened to more 
sedate tunes. Besides getting 

an endurance boost, those 
listening to upbeat music also 

found more enjoyment in their workout. 

Media Bakery

Media Bakery
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Signed by President Obama on May 5, the 
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services 
Act will bring a varied basket of relief to in-home 
caregivers of severely disabled veterans, particu-
larly those who suffered grievous wounds or 
injuries in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Other parts of the comprehensive law will 
expand VA services for the 1.8 million women 
veterans who are either receiving VA health care 
now or expected to en-
roll. For example, female 
veterans who give birth 
while enrolled in VA health 
care will receive, or be 
covered for, up to seven 
days of hospital newborn 
care in civilian facilities.

The two caregiver por-
tions of the law – a more 
robust package for roughly 
2,000 caregivers of severely 
injured veterans in wars 
since 9/11, and more modest 
benefi t upgrades for quali-
fi ed caregivers of earlier 
wars – will take effect in 
early February 2011.

The American Legion, 
along with other veterans 
service organizations, has vowed to press 
Congress to make the higher-tiered benefi ts avail-
able to caregivers of all severely wounded veterans, 
regardless of when and where their injuries oc-
curred. But for now, gains from the new law are 
inequitable. Caregivers of veterans severely injured 
in earlier wars will gain access only to support 
services in the legislation, including home-care 
training. They will not be eligible for several 
benefi ts offered to more recently affected families.

Caregivers of veterans of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom will 
be able to apply to VA for cash stipends. The 
aim is to recognize that a parent, spouse or adult 
child has limited employment opportunities 
outside the home while serving as a primary 
in-home caregiver.

VA must offer training and medical coverage 
under the Civilian Health and Medical Program of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) to 
qualifi ed caregivers who have no coverage, usually 

because they can’t work outside the home. Stress 
counseling will also be offered.

VA will pay for lodging and meals for caregivers 
who accompany their severely injured veterans on 
long trips for VA evaluation and treatments, as 
well as for the hiring of temporary caregiver 
replacements to allow the primary caregiver 
respite periods of up to 30 days a year.

Caregivers and their veterans will be required 
to submit joint applications 
requesting services 
under the new program. 
For those who qualify, 
VA will pay for travel, 
lodging and per-diem 
expenses while caregivers 
undergo training and 
education to provide 
personal-care services.

Other provisions of 
the new law will force 
changes to the VA health 
system to make it respectful 
of privacy and other 
needs of female veterans. 
VA has also been directed to 
launch a pilot for providing 
patients with child-
care services.

The law improves health-care options for veter-
ans living in rural areas of the country by autho-
rizing stronger partnerships with community 
health-care providers and the Department of 
Health and Human Services.

VA is tasked with establishing a grant program 
so that the Legion and other veterans service 
organizations can provide transportation 
options to veterans in rural areas when they 
need medical care.

The new legislation will also expand the 
number of VA locations that offer support 
services to homeless veterans, and requires the 
department to study veteran suicides and provide 
counseling referrals to members of the 
U.S. military who are otherwise not eligible for 
VA readjustment counseling.

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 
written about veterans and military issues for more 
than 30 years.

Relief for caregivers, women vets
BY TOM PHILPOTT

File
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RESERVATION APPLICATION

© MBI     LOONEY TUNES and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.          (s10)

Signature

Name
Please print clearly.

Address 

City/State/Zip

Orders subject to acceptance.

When it comes to cute chicks, TWEETY has no competition. Now, this beloved birdy is all dressed up and ready to fly
with you! Presenting…The TWEETY Pendant, an18kt gold-plated pendant, pave-set with over 100 glittering Swarovski®

crystals, and available exclusively from the Danbury Mint.

Aglow with Swarovski® crystals.
The TWEETY Pendant is all hand set with over 100 individual Swarovski® crystals for a truly dramatic effect! All that
sparkle is set off beautifully by TWEETY’s 18kt gold-plated adorable beak and feet. A rhodium-plated 16˝ chain with
a 2˝ extender and a satin-lined presentation box are included at no additional charge.

Amazingly affordable; satisfaction guaranteed.
You can acquire The TWEETY Pendant for $117plus $7.50 shipping and service, payable in three monthly installments
of just $41.50. Satisfaction is guaranteed. If not delighted, return the pendant within 90 days for replacement or refund.
Order today!

The Danbury Mint Send
47 Richards Avenue no money 
Norwalk, CT 06857 now.

Yes! Reserve The TWEETY Pendant as described in this announcement.

86070026E055
FOR FASTEST DELIVERY:

1-800-726-1184 • www.danburymint.com
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A Mile in Their Boots
Here and abroad, soldiers and Marines connect 
with historical counterparts on the battlefi eld staff  ride.

BY DAN CARLINSKY

Page 20



JULY 2010   |   THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 21

ith the waters of the English Channel near 
high tide, a brisk breeze is whipping across 
Utah Beach at Normandy, France. The three 

dozen or so men and women standing on the sand 
press closer to hear as Scott Wheeler takes them 
back to 1944.

It’s dawn on June 6, D-Day. Thousands of GIs, 
grown itchy from weeks of waiting in the south of 
England, have just slogged ashore to begin Opera-
tion Overlord, the Allied powers’ long-awaited big 
move. Their aim: to free France from four years of 
Nazi occupation and then plow on to Hitler’s 
backyard, Germany. Here on the western fl ank of 
the Allied landing beaches, Wheeler says, the start 
of the invasion is relatively bloodless, unlike the 
parallel scene unfolding some 30 miles to the east 
at Omaha Beach. “Out here, there’s good advance 
intelligence about the location of the German 
defense posts,” he explains. “They hit them 
directly, and when the Germans come back up and 
get in place, they hit ’em again.”

Then Wheeler tells one of the iconic tales of 
World War II, about Brig. Gen. Theodore Roosevelt 
Jr., eldest son of the 26th president, assistant 
division commander of the 4th Infantry Division 
and the only general to land with the fi rst wave of 
troops on D-Day. Roosevelt, 56 years old and 
suffering from a heart condition and a bad leg, had 
asked – begged, really – to accompany his men on 
the mother of all missions. The commanding 
offi cer of the 4th Division, Maj. Gen. Raymond 
“Tubby” Barton, fi nally granted the request; he 
later said he had not expected to see Roosevelt 
alive again.

Shortly after wading ashore on that historic 
June morning, Roosevelt, wearing a knit cap in 
place of a helmet as he directed incoming traffi c 
on the sands, was informed that the fi rst landing 
craft had hit the beach two kilometers south of 
their target. Wheeler gestures earthward as he 
reaches the punch line: “So Roosevelt sticks his 
cane in the sand and says, ‘Then we’ll start the 
war from right here!’”

The story is a staple in the repertoire of tour 
guides on the Normandy war-sites circuit. But 
Wheeler isn’t just a tour guide, and his audience 
isn’t just another group of history buffs or tourists 
“doing” France. He’s a retired Army colonel and 
West Point history professor working with Opera-
tional Support and Services, a Paris-based contrac-
tor that provides the Department of Defense with 
specialized training for intelligence, security and Photo illustration Getty/Jeff  Stoff er
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Residents of the remaining 46 states have just 
7 days to get their state’s new $2 bills free 
Only existing state $2 bills being given away free to the first 3,956 residents from the remaining states who beat the
deadline to order the state $2 bill vault packs containing 4 protective estate wallets each loaded with its own state $2 bill

(UMS) - It’s like a 
run on the banks. The 
phones just keep ring-
ing off the hook.

That’s because state 
residents are actu-
ally getting the World 
Reserve’s exclusive 
state overlaid $2 bills 
for free.

The only thing resi-
dents need to do to get 
their new state bills is 
call 1-866-497-6717 or 
one of the five Over-
flow Hotlines right now 
to get a state $2 bill 
vault pack containing 
4 protective estate wal-
lets, each loaded with 
its own state $2 bill for 
just $12 and shipping 
per wallet. The first 
3,956 residents from 
each remaining state 
who do are also getting 
their state's new $2 bill 

Only 46 states remain in free state $2 bill giveaway
Hotline operators can barely keep up with all of the calls because with each vault pack residents get a free state $2 bill, so before 
calling the World Reserve, residents are being asked to make sure their state still appears on the list of remaining states below

NEW STATE 
$2 BILLS: Each 
of the new state 
$2 bills being 
overlaid and 
released ex-
clusively by the 
World Reserve 
feature their 
state’s skyline 
and signifi cant 
state symbol 
with Presi-
dent Thomas 
Jefferson on the 
front.

NATIONAL TREASURE: The 
reverse of the $2 bill features 
a detailed engraving of John 
Trumbull’s famous 1820 painting 
“The Signing of the Declaration 
of Independence.” The original 
hangs in the National Portrait 
Gallery in Washington D.C.

REMAINING STATES

Only residents of these states can still
get their state $2 bills free:

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona 
Arkansas
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri

Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas 
Utah
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

ADVERTISEMENT

 FREE PUBLIC GIVEAWAY: Shown above are the World Reserve’s state $2 bill vault packs that 
residents from each state are trying to get their hands on. That’s because they are the only exist-
ing state $2 bills. But only the first 3,956 state residents who call before the 7-day deadline to or-
der the vault packs are getting their state $2 bill for free. So if lines are busy keep trying, all calls 
will be answered.

By Joan Tedeschi
Universal Media Syndicate 
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The special Toll Free Hotlines are open to state residents only. The first 
3,956 state residents who call to beat the 7-day deadline get their state 
$2 bills free beginning at 8:00am today.

The only thing residents need to do is get the state $2 bill vault pack 
containing 4 protective estate wallets, each loaded with its own state $2 
bill for just $12 per wallet and shipping. The first 3,956 residents from the 
remaining states who do are also getting their new state $2 bill free.

The World Reserve Monetary Exchange is releasing the exclusive state 
overlaid $2 bills free for the next 7 days. If you miss the deadline you’ll 
be turned away and forced to wait for future announcements in this 
publication or others, if any. There is a strict limit of 10 state $2 bill vault 
packs per household. To claim yours call the special Toll Free Hotline 
number below.

HOW TO GET YOUR FREE STATE $2 BILLS
RESIDENTS OF THE REMAINING 46 STATES ONLY

SPECIAL TOLL FREE HOTLINE:

1-866-497-6717
CODE: NL174

THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE, INC. IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. ALL TRANS-

ACTIONS LESS SHIPPING ARE BACKED BY THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY 

EXCHANGE WITH A 90 DAY LIMITED MONEY BACK GUARANTEE OF THE PUR-

CHASE PRICE UP TO $10,000.00. THE INCREASE IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF 

CERTAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF U.S. COINS AND CURRENCY DOES NOT GUARANTEE 

THAT CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. OH AND FL RESIDENTS 

REQUIRE THE REMITTANCE OF APPLICABLE SALES TAX. SORRY NO SHIPMENTS 

TO CA, MA, PA AND VT RESIDENTS. 8000 FREEDOM AVE. N. CANTON OH 44720.

If you are a resident of one of the 46 remaining states trying to get 
the state $2 bills within the 7-day deadline and have not been able 
to reach an operator by calling the special Toll Free Hotline or any of 
the five Overflow Hotline numbers, follow the steps below.
1) Immediately call the Toll Free Hotline number below.
2) You will then be connected to a special operator who will ask 
 you for the code number below and arrange delivery of your  
 free State $2 bill.

Call Toll Free: 1-866-584-2443    Code: NL174

WHAT TO DO IF ALL LINES ARE BUSY

 OVERFLOW HOTLINES
 1-866-497-6723 1-866-545-7375 1-866-545-7705
 1-866-561-3060  1-866-561-3784CODE: NL174

LIMITED RELEASE BEGINS: This is the 
entire 50 state $2 Bill Collection™ shown off by 
the World Reserve. You can’t get these exclu-
sive state overlaid $2 bills from local banks, 
credit unions or even the Federal Reserve. But 
getting the entire 50 State $2 Bill Collection™ 

may be hard, since the release is being restrict-
ed. That’s why the World Reserve Monetary 
Exchange has also decided to release all 50 
states together in one complete collection to 
state residents who call 1-866-497-6717 in the 
next 7 days.

ADVERTISEMENT

in a protective estate 
wallet and a Certifi-
cate of Authenticity 
free.

This free giveaway 
starts at precisely 
8:00am today. But 
only the first 3,956 
state residents who 
call to beat the 7-day 
deadline will instantly 
be awarded their state 
$2 bills for free.

Special Toll Free 
Hotlines have been set 
up because you can't 
get these exclusive 
bills at local banks, 
credit unions or even 
the Federal Reserve. 
They're only being 
released directly to 
state residents exclu-
sively by the private 
World Reserve.

These crisp state 
$2 bills featuring the 
exclusively designed 
state overlaid print-
ing are so precious 
you would never even 
dream of carrying 
them around in an ordi-
nary leather wallet.

That's why they 
are being released in 
individually loaded 
rich protective estate 
wallets. They are so 
impressive, everyone 
will swear they must 
have been taken right 
from the Governor's 
desk.

"Everything in our 

vault may soon be 
gone. So residents who 
want to get them now 
had better hurry and 
call," said Jefferson 
Marshall, Executive 
Director of the pri-
vate World Reserve 
Monetary Exchange.

Some collectors 
are always trying to 
snatch up all the orig-
inal $2 bills issued by 
the Government they 
can get their hands 
on. They know that $2 
bills are almost impos-
sible to find in your 
pocket change these 
days.

Originally issued 
in 1928, the currently 
designed $2 bills have 
largely been locked 
away in the bowels 
of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve vaults, rarely 
distributed by banks 
and almost never seen 
in circulation.

The $2 bills issued 
by the Treasury 
Department's Bureau 
of Engraving and 
Printing, makers of all 
the nation's paper cur-
rency, make up less 
than 1% of the $670 bil-
lion in genuine U.S. cur-
rency that circulates 
worldwide, accord-
ing to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Treasury.

"That's why I've 
authorized a limited 

number of genuine 
Government issued 
$2 bills to be over-
laid with each state's 
exclusive design and 
released from our pri-
vate vault reserve to 
the first 3,956 state 
residents who call to 
beat the 7-day dead-
line for free. For now 
dealers can't get the 
state $2 bill vault 
packs to make sure 
residents can get what 
they need," Marshall 
said.

"These exclusive 
state $2 bills will be 
highly sought after 
and are extremely 
popular to hand out as 
gifts for friends and 
family. They are the 

perfect gift for any 
occasion," he said.

"That's why this 
announcement is 
being so widely adver-
tised, to make sure 
the first 3,956 state 
residents who call 
from each state have 
a chance to get their 
own state $2 bills for 
free," said Marshall.

They are sure to 
impress because most 
people have never 
even seen one of these 
newly enhanced state 
$2 bills featuring their 
state's skyline and 
significant state sym-
bol with President 
Thomas Jefferson on 
the front.

"Since the World 

Reserve has the only 
existing state $2 bills, 
residents who want 
more than 10 state $2 
bill vault packs con-
taining 4 protective 
estate wallets, each 
loaded with its own 
state $2 bill must sub-
mit requests in writ-
ing so there will be 
no hoarding," said 
Marshall.

"You better believe 
we will be strictly 
enforcing the lim-
its so that we can 
guarantee there 
will be enough vault 
packs for the first 
3,956 State residents 
who call in the next  
7 days," Marshall 
said. 
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combat operations. His listeners are from the 
21st Theater Support Command, and they’ve sat 
through an all-day bus ride from their home base 
in Kaiserlautern, Germany, to participate in what’s 
called a battlefi eld staff ride, a training exercise 
for mid-level leaders. For them, the tale of Roos-
evelt at Utah Beach is much more than a colorful 
celebrity anecdote.

On this staff ride of the Normandy-invasion 
beaches, the story offers a teachable moment, an 
example from history of the way war very quickly 
becomes a master-level chess game in which the 
ability to improvise is vital. It’s proof of the 
wisdom of 19th-century Prussian army master-
mind Helmuth von Moltke (Moltke the Elder), 
who is often quoted by retired Gen. Colin Powell: 
“No plan survives the fi rst contact with the 
enemy.” In other words, war planning must 
consider as many variables as possible, but in 
the end, soldiers on the ground have to be ready 
to think fast. That’s a lesson from history made 
more powerful and real by standing right where 
it happened.

A battlefi eld staff ride is not a simple, passive 
spectator’s look at a historical site. Neither is it a 
TEWT (tactical exercise without troops), a hypo-
thetical exercise played out on real terrain. Prop-
erly constructed, it has three parts:
 Preliminary study: a rigorous, detailed analysis 

of a historical campaign, with special emphasis on 
the role of individuals and their decisions in battle.

 Field study: a thorough visit to the battle site or 
sites with trained instructors, to add an important 
third dimension to book and map study.
 Integration: a post-tour seminar that ties every-

thing together, in which instructors and partici-
pants examine, dissect and discuss modern 
applications of the lessons and insights picked up 
during the fi rst two parts.

The third step is what really adds meat to the 
exercise, providing an answer to the question, 
“What’s in it for me?” A rich give-and-take shows 
participants how the past can be relevant for their 
particular futures. Retired Col. Peter F. Herrly, 
chief of historical operations for Operational 
Support and Services, summarizes the thinking 
with a straightforward slogan: “We turn yesterdays 
into tomorrows.”

The staff ride is a professional leadership-train-
ing exercise with a long history. In the 19th 
century, Moltke insisted that all his general staff 
offi cers both study historical plans and relive 
battles on the actual sites, and pay advance visits 
to spots where he thought future military confl icts 
might occur. In the United States, as early as the 
1880s, top Army offi cials spoke of using Civil War 
battlegrounds as outdoor classrooms to educate 

offi cers; Washington obliged by 
launching a program to preserve 
historic battlefi elds across the coun-
try. But it wasn’t until the moderniza-
tion of the U.S. military in the early 
1900s that the American version of 
the staff ride began.

In 1906, Maj. Eben Swift, assistant 
commandant of what is now the 
Army’s Command and General Staff 
College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
led a dozen offi cer-students to Georgia 
for a two-week study tour of the 
operations of the Union and Confeder-
ate armies from Chickamauga to 
Atlanta in 1864; a detachment from 
the 12th Cavalry Regiment based at 
nearby Fort Oglethorpe provided 
horses, wagons, tents and escorts. At 
the new Army War College and the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
educators began offering staff rides at 
such battlegrounds as Gettysburg and 

“We turn yesterdays into tomorrows.”
– Retired Col. Peter F. Herrly

Offi  cers of the 21st Theater Support Command listen and take notes at the 
Azeville battery near Utah Beach, where a German garrison put up strong 
resistance when U.S. soldiers attempted to take it June 7, 1944. The enemy 
surrendered two days later.  Nancy Carlinsky
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Antietam. Early staff rides at the War College were 
an important part of the curriculum; each exercise 
lasted a full month.

After World War I, the Marines also adopted the 
staff ride idea, thanks to Lt. Gen. John A. Lejeune, 
who had learned about them at the War College. 
Participants began to travel in vehicles powered by 
gasoline rather than hay. On a War College ride 
through Virginia in 1921, students rode from 
battlefi eld to battlefi eld in a fl eet of 28 Cadillacs.

Because of the world wars and budget pressures, 
staff rides were a sometime thing for 50 years. 
Their popularity rose in the late 1960s and really 
took hold in the 1980s. Now, according to William 
Glenn Robertson, a Civil War specialist who 
directs the Army’s Combat Studies Institute (CSI) 
at Fort Leavenworth, several hundred rides are 
conducted each year by such organizations and 
schools as the CSI, the Center of Military History, 
armed-services branch schools, the War College, 
the academies and universities (for ROTC cadets) 
and by private fi rms, on a contract basis.

For most units looking to arrange a staff ride, 
Robertson says, travel is generally the most 
important consideration, so those in the Northeast 
favor such Revolutionary War sites as Yorktown, 
Saratoga, Lexington and Concord; elsewhere in the 
East, Gettysburg and Chancellorsville; in the 
South, Vicksburg or Chickamauga; in the West, the 
battlefi elds of the Sioux Wars are currently “enor-
mously popular” for a study of irregular warfare. 
Units based in Europe fi nd convenient World War 
II sites, including Normandy, the Battle of the 
Bulge, Anzio and Market Garden.

Sometimes a potentially rich 
battlefi eld is terrain too dangerous 
to visit for study. Enter a 21st-cen-
tury innovation that seems tailor-
made for soldiers who grew up on 
a steady diet of video games: the 
virtual staff ride. “A computer look 
at a terrain is no substitute for 
actually being on the bloodsoaked 
ground, but a virtual version can 
do a lot,” Robertson says. “We’ve 
built a ride that covers just about 
the entire Operation Iraqi Freedom 
campaign.” In Washington state, 
Fort Lewis’ Battle Command 
Training Center has introduced a 
virtual staff ride that recreates the 
neighborhood-by-neighborhood 
fi ght to oust al-Qaeda from the 
Iraqi city of Baqubah in 2007; 

onscreen IEDs and booby-trapped houses are just a 
click or two away.

In the real world, it’s best for teaching when a 
historic battlefi eld is little changed by the years. At 
some Civil War fi elds maintained by the National 
Park Service, that means not only barring intrusive 
new structures, but also keeping trees and shrubs 
looking essentially as they did at the time of the 
battle. On that score alone, it’s easy to see why 
Normandy is a favorite in Europe. In a place 
where even children know that event of more than 
65 years ago simply as “le Débarquement” (the 
Landing), remnants of Hitler’s Atlantic Wall are a 
lingering part of the landscape. Visitors can walk 
on and even inside abandoned concrete bunkers 
that still dot the cow pastures across from the 
Allied invasion beaches. Seeing the hedgerows 
along the roads, a venerable tradition of the region, 
drives home just how the roadside scrub shielded 
the enemy in 1944, fi lling every step, every second 
on the ground, with tension.

Having prepared with individual study on base 
and then with campaign-overview videos, lectures 
and discussions on that long bus ride from Ger-
many, even before they check into their hotel 
rooms, the men and women of the 21st Theater 
Support Command visit Port-en-Bessin, a key 
petroleum port during the war. Over the next two 
days, they’re on the ground with their yellow 
workbooks, jammed with articles, maps and tables 
with titles such as “Dump Operation Statistics” 
and “Beach Discharges: 1 July-17 November 1944,” 
scouring places with names previously known 

Scott Wheeler, center, a retired Army colonel and West Point history professor, 
speaks to a staff -ride group beside a Higgins Boat at Utah Beach Museum. Such 
training exercises are often part of the military-leadership curriculum.  Nancy Carlinsky
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only from books and maps: Carentan, Isigny, 
Arromanches.

At each site, the discussion includes not only a 
barrage of facts and data, but also provocative 
questions about both how things were done then 
and how troops would do them today.

At Azeville, an important coastal battery in the 
German defense line: “Think of the concrete and 
rebar they needed here. How should we, as logis-
tics planners, look at resources? We have to 
consider commodities, water, rocks for roads ….”

At La Fière, where some of the fi rst GIs of D-Day 
had to take and hold a key bridge: “When ammuni-
tion runs out and supplies are limited, everybody’s 
going to want the good stuff. If you’re in charge of 
supplies, how are you going to decide who gets 
what? How do you get word down with the infor-
mation you need so you can think it through?”

“That’s the way it’s supposed to work,” says 
retired Lt. Col. Andrew Morris, a U.S. Army 
Europe historian, who has been trading historical 
tidbits with Wheeler at each stop. “We talk, they 
pick it up and discuss.”

Maj. Gen. Yves J. Fontaine chose this staff ride 
as he was about to fi nish his stint as commanding 
general of the 21st, and he seems pleased at the 
interaction between the historian leaders and his 
charges. At several stops, snippets of the history 
discussed move him to offer relevant minilectures, 
or sometimes just a sentence or two of advice: 
“The thing to remember is that the computer is 
fi ne, but eyeball-to-eyeball is key.” “Remember, as 
you go higher in rank you will have friends around 
you. At some point, you will have to make a 
decision about which person to choose for a 
particular mission. Lives will be at stake. Do you 
choose competence or go with your friend?”

The exercise is a good way to “build the bench,” 
Fontaine says later. “By walking the ground with a 
historian, they can go back and plan better. It gives 
them an edge.”

But do lessons of historical warfare really matter 
in today’s wars of long-distance management and 
radically different technology? “We’re using 

soldiers’ time and taxpayers’ money, so we 
have to make sure there’s a relevance to today,” 
Robertson says. “That’s the integration part. This 
is applied history. Technology, of course, changes 
rapidly. Things like tactics and doctrine change 
also, just more slowly. But some things – the 
principles of war and the human factors – remain 
the same. In many respects, people haven’t 
changed over millennia.”

Staff rides often present valuable parallels to 
situations faced by modern troops. Understanding 
how French resistance fi ghters aided the Allies in 
World War II can help today’s leaders deal with 
insurgency in Afghanistan. Knowing in detail 
the story of the Rangers who scaled the cliffs at 
Pointe du Hoc to take out fi ve German 155mm 
“big guns” can offer something to special-ops 
forces in the Middle East. The city of Caen in 
Normandy, which the British were charged with 
taking soon after D-Day, is studied by those with 
a special interest in MOUT, or military operations 
in urban terrain. Any staff ride of Pearl Harbor 
will logically have numerous references and 
comparisons to the 9/11 attacks.

If it’s true that we all look at things from our 
own foxhole, each staff ride participant fi nds some 
idea to take home. At Utah Beach, a human-re-
sources offi cer marvels at how the Normandy 
planners not only moved equipment and supplies 
but got people to where they were needed. A 
money man hears the story of his World War II 
counterpart transferring payments to contractors 
and compares it to his own experience paying 
“guys in the mountains” in Afghanistan.

Col. Jack Haley, a brigade commander, has been 
on several staff rides before Normandy. “Every one 
I’ve gone on,” he says, “if I didn’t learn something 
for immediate use, at least it’s stuff I now have in 
my databank. Tools for your toolbox.”

Back at their hotel after a day of touring, the 
staff-ride participants gather around a table in a 
meeting room for a PowerPoint presentation and 
“integration” of the day’s insights. Retired Gen. 
Leon Salomon, the group’s senior mentor, relates 
some of the day’s history study to his own experi-
ences: “When I was a G4 in Somalia …” Younger 
veterans of even more recent confl icts make their 
own connections to the lessons of the past.

As Robertson puts it, “We can learn from 
Caesar, Grant and Lee as well as from Petraeus 
and Franks.”  

Dan Carlinsky writes for major magazines and has 
authored many books.

Understanding how French resistance 
fi ghters aided the Allies in World War II 
can help today’s leaders deal with 
insurgency in Afghanistan.

Page 28



Need more passion in your life? Looking
for some romantic heat to ignite that

old flame? You’re not going to find it in the
drug store. The secret of history’s great lovers
had nothing to do with pharmaceuticals.
Casanova and Valentino wooed women the
old-fashioned way: with chivalry, poetry and
gigantic gemstones. 

If you want to melt her heart, forget 
subtlety. Go for fireworks. Our Polished
Ruby Necklace features a whopping 
350 carats of smooth-tumbled, genuine
rubies. The Polished Ruby Necklace is 
a grand gesture guaranteed to make 
her swoon.

The world’s rarest and most precious
stone has been working its magic for
centuries. Ruby is the red variety of the
mineral corundum, one of Earth’s hardest
minerals. It has everything a precious
stone should have including intense color,
superb hardness (second only to a diamond)
and rarity. So it’s no wonder that top 
quality rubies achieve such high prices at
auctions, surpassing even the hammer price
for diamonds in equal classification. 

In the time of chivalry, the regal ruby was
considered 8 times more valuable than 
diamonds. Ancient people even believed 
that rubies were lit from within by an 

inextinguishable flame. Luckily, after 
thousands of years reigning as the “King of
Gems,” the passionate fire inside of the 
radiant red ruby has shown no signs of 
cooling. Desire for this sultry, seductive 
stone is hotter than ever. And at a price 
this low, it’s the perfect time to get things
smoldering again.

Genuine ruby for under $2.00 per
carat? Believe it. High-end jewelers can
sell some rubies for more than $5,000 a
carat! We think that’s ridiculous in today’s
economy so we dropped that price by
about 99.95%. How
do we get our prices
so low? Volume. Last
year, we believe Stauer
was the largest buyer
of carat-weight emer-
alds in the world and
this year we’re on
track to be the largest
buyer of carat-weight
rubies. At  350 carats
for under $150, we’ve
really outdone our-
selves this time.
Designed to take her breath away, this
windfall of enormous rubies is strung
together into an elegant, hand-knotted

18" necklace that secures with a gold 
vermeil lobster clasp and includes a 2"
extender. The size and shape of each stone
is unique, with natural color variations
from burgundy to bordeaux. 

Our passionate guarantee. The seduc-
tive fire of brilliant red ruby expresses
your love like no other gemstone. Try our
Polished Ruby Necklace for 30 days. If for
any reason you are not completely 
satisfied with your purchase, simply
return it to us for a full refund of the 
purchase price. 

JEWELRY SPECS:
- 350 ctw of genuine smooth-tumbled rubies 
- Gold vermeil clasp
- 18" necklace with 2" extender

If Your Passion Lasts Longer Than 
4 Hours…Call Your Doctor

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. RKN186-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Stauer Polished Ruby Necklace
350 ctw—Was $395
Now, Your price $145 +s&p
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-324-1969
Promotional Code RKN186-01
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr is ing  Pr ices

Spark her passion with a spectacular 350 carats of genuine polished rubies.

Discover the 
passionate fire and

exquisite color inside
these radiant rubies

“350 carats of richly-colored, genuine
rubies at this price is simply amazing.”

— JAMES T. FENT,
Stauer GIA 

Graduate Gemologist   

This necklace contains a
stunning 350 ctw of deep

red rubies. Enlarged to
show details.

ADVERTISEMENT
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The American Legion National Headquarters is 
launching a new Web-based social network this 
summer to better connect members with their posts, 
departments and each other. Over a year in 
development, myLegion.org has been tested in fi ve 
departments and is now ready for release to the entire 
American Legion membership.

In the fi rst phase of the launch, Legion posts set up 
profi les, and members register online to install 
information for their secure, personal pages in the 
network – verifying and updating such information as 
their war era, branch of service, e-mail address, and 
personal activities and interests. Also, local American 
Legion offi  cers can upload post newsletters, fi ll 
calendars with information about upcoming events, 
and post general announcements for their members 
to view inside of myLegion. In the fi rst phase, lines of 
communication are open only between members and 
their home posts and departments. In the months to 
come, the network will expand so that all Legionnaires 
can communicate online within the secure site, 
regardless of their post affi  liations. 

Membership in the organization is a requirement for 
those who use the password-sensitive site. For post 
offi  cers, a number of new and improved membership-
management tools are off ered, including the ability to 
fi nd members not affi  liated with a local post and invite 
them to transfer in.

Once populated, the site will expand to include 
more features, including forums for department and 
post offi  cers working in particular areas. 

To learn more about myLegion.org, visit 
www.legion.org and click on the icon on the 
right-hand corner of the landing page. There, you 
will fi nd tutorial information about how to use 
myLegion.org.

New online network just for Legionnaires takes fl ight this summer.

Learn more by visiting   www.legion.org and clicking on the myLegion.org 
logo on the right side of the landing page in the “Stay Connected” box.

WHAT IS IT?
The myLegion.org area of The American 
Legion Web site is a members-only social 
network linked to the Legion membership 
database. It cross-references with the 
database to determine current membership 
and/or offi  cer status. Designated post 
offi  cers are given administrator access to the 
post site and can enter information to be 
shared with members.

WHO CAN USE IT?
Only members of The American Legion can 
submit their profi les and begin using 
myLegion.org. Posts can assign administra-
tors to update their profi les on the site.

WHAT GOOD IS IT?
Legionnaires can keep up with events and 
calls to action from the post, department 
and National Headquarters. Post offi  cers are 
presented with a free Internet-based 
communication tool that allows them to 
keep their membership informed. It also 
provides a comprehensive toolkit of mem-
bership-management resources. Once the 
network is populated, members will be able 
to communicate with each other in a fast, 
secure, members-only environment. Offi  cers 
can also submit their Consolidated Post 
Reports easily online using myLegion.org.

HOW CAN I START?
American Legion post offi  cers begin by 
completing an authorization form, which 
can be found on the main landing page of 
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myLegion.org. Once registration is complete, 
the offi  cer can populate the post profi le with 
a photo of the post, calendar information, a 
message from the commander and other 
information. Members of the post can then 
fi ll in their personal profi les and connect to 
the post profi le. 

WHAT ABOUT ALPOP?
The myLegion.org site replaces the American 
Legion Post Offi  cers Portal but contains all of 
the same features – and more – and transfers 
all data from previous ALPOP management 
activities. The Windows-based AIM software 
remains available to post offi  cers who 
subscribe to it. ALDOP – The American Legion 
Department Offi  cers Portal – is also replaced 
by myLegion.org.

WHAT COMES NEXT?
The myLegion.org social network will become 
the organization’s clearinghouse of ideas. 
Members will be able to have online forums, 
discussion groups and opportunities to fi nd 
friends throughout the Legion community.

WHAT DOES IT COST?
It’s free of charge to members, and all 
online features are available to post offi  cers 
at no charge.
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The Ultimate 
High Ground

Space assets – perhaps even a Space Force – 
are key to maintaining our military edge.

BY ALAN W. DOWD

Tomorrow … The White House will neither confi rm nor deny reports that 
a fl eet of B-8 Infi nity bombers participated in operations aimed at neutralizing 

Iranian satellites and nuclear-missile sites. However, an unnamed Pentagon 
offi  cial did say that “assets of the U.S. Aerospace Force enabled us to perform 

this global strike mission without violating the airspace of any neighboring 
nation” — a clear reference to the hypersonic B-8’s unique ability to rocket 

into low-earth orbit, descend to strike range and then return to orbit.

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   JULY 201032

Page 32



JULY 2010   |   THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 33

With the U.S. military focused on counterinsur-
gency operations that have more in common with 
the 19th century than the 21st, the shuttle program 
shutting down, and the United States quite literally 
lowering its sights in space, this scenario may 
sound far-fetched. But the Pentagon and its indus-
try partners – the same people who gave us the 
otherworldly SR-71 and the invisible B-2 – are 
testing space planes that blast into orbit for opera-
tions beyond the earth’s atmosphere, missiles that 
can strike anywhere on Earth within an hour of 
launch, and “scramjets” that can skip across the 
upper atmosphere and cruise at speeds in excess of 
Mach 6, perhaps as fast as Mach 15. 

In short, the outlines of what some have called 
an “Aerospace Force” are coming into focus. 

The Leading Edge. It would be wrong to conclude 
that the military is steering us toward space. To 
the contrary, it is following U.S. interests into 
space. At its core, the U.S. military’s job is to 
protect American interests. And today, they are 
increasingly found beyond the earth’s atmosphere.

In 2009, worldwide space-related spending and 
revenues totaled $261.6 billion, 40 percent higher 
than fi ve years earlier, according to the Space 
Foundation. Some 260,000 Americans work in the 
space sector. Yet most of the population is oblivi-
ous to the fact that we depend on space for com-
munications, commerce, air travel and ground 
transport, emergency services and, most notably, 
national security. 

Missile-defense ships prowling the Pacifi c; 
Marine and Army units rebuilding Afghanistan; 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) circling over 
Iraq; joint direct attack munitions (JDAMs) 
strapped to loitering bombers; sensors monitoring 
Russian, Chinese, North Korean and perhaps, 
soon, Iranian nukes; the infrastructure and 
superstructure of the entire military – all rely on 
space assets. Sometime in the not-too-distant 
future, space will become more than just a means 
to support military operations. It will be a theater 
of military action. “In the coming period,” a 
blue-ribbon commission on space concluded a 
decade ago, “the United States will conduct 
operations to, from, in and through space in 
support of its national interests.” 

In short, the United States will need to do in 
space what it already does on the seas and in the 
skies: defend the global commons and protect its 
own interests, by force if necessary.

“Space capabilities are more important … than 
they were 10 years ago,” says Gen. Kevin Chilton, 

commander of U.S. Strategic Command. He plans 
to devote more resources to new satellites – and 
understandably so. The Air Force reports that 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom, commercial –
not military – satellites “provided over 80 percent 
of all satellite communications used by the 
U.S. military.”   

Satellites and other space assets are crucial to 
maintaining America’s military edge. China wants 
to cut into that edge, and its leaders know that 
exploiting space – the ultimate high ground – is 
the key. “If you control space,” Gen. Xu Qiliang, 
commander of China’s air force, observes, “you 
can also control the land and the sea.”  

In fact, the Chinese news agency Xinhua report-
ed 10 years ago that China was “developing 
methods and strategies for defeating the U.S. 
military in a … space-based future war.” Toward 
that end, “China has accorded space a high 
priority for investment,” according to the Penta-
gon, which adds that “China is developing a 
multidimensional program to limit or prevent the 
use of space-based assets by its potential adversar-
ies during times of crisis or confl ict.”  

In 2007, for instance, Beijing tested an anti-satel-
lite missile (ASAT), demonstrating its ability to 
attack U.S. satellites in low-earth orbit. 

A 2008 Pentagon report quotes Chinese military 
planners as envisioning a “space shock-and-awe 
strike … (to) shake the structure of the opponent’s 
operational system of organization and … create 
huge psychological impact on the opponent’s 
policymakers.”  

The Pentagon noted in 2009 that Chinese mili-
tary writings “emphasize the necessity of ‘destroy-
ing, damaging and interfering with the enemy’s 
reconnaissance/observation and communications 
satellites,’ suggesting that such systems, as well as 
navigation and early-warning satellites, could be 
among initial targets of attack to ‘blind and deafen 
the enemy.’”  

Aerospace-Men? The good news is that the United 
States has a constellation of military units and 
commands focused on space, and buttressed by 
substantial funding. 

Tracking the Pentagon’s space-related spending 
is “extremely diffi cult,” according to the Congres-
sional Research Service, “since space spending is 
not identifi ed as a line item in the budget.” But as 
The Washington Post reports, NASA’s annual 
funding – $18.7 billion in 2010 – is “less than half 
of the amount spent on national-security space 
programs.” So that spending can be extrapolated to 
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be around $38 billion. The Air Force’s space budget 
alone was $11.9 billion in 2009.  

The Air Force Space Command fi elds some 
43,000 personnel at 86 sites worldwide. The 21st 
Space Wing detects and tracks space launches, 
missile and satellite activity, and 18,000 man-made 
objects in space. The 22nd Space Operations 
Squadron commands remote tracking stations and 
conducts satellite ops. The 310th Space Wing’s mis-
sion is to project “space power for U.S. interests 
worldwide.” The 527th Space Aggressor Squadron 
“develops new tactics, techniques and procedures 
to counter threats and improve U.S. military space 
posture.” The 76th Space Control Squadron con-
ducts “space superiority operations.” And the list 
goes on. 

As the National Space Studies Center details, 
the U.S. military relies on the Missile Defense 
Agency, the National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency, the Army Space and Missile Defense 
Command, the Naval Network and Space Opera-
tions Command, the Joint Space Operations 
Center and other organizations for a broad 
range of space-related specialties.

On a more tactical level, as USA Today reports, 
the Marine Corps has proposed deploying U.S. 
forces – call them “aerospace-men” – through 
low-earth orbit to any point on the globe within 
minutes of an order. Meanwhile, the Air Force is 
testing the secretive X-37B space plane, which 
enters orbit courtesy of an Atlas V rocket, can 
loiter in space for up to 270 days and fl y 500 
nautical miles above the earth.  

Embracing “offensive counterspace operations” 
as part of its mission, the Air Force has evolved 
into a branch that enfolds both air and space.  
These operations include targeting enemy space 
capabilities; preventing enemy exploitation of 
space; and deceiving, disrupting, degrading and 
destroying enemy space capabilities.  

Writing in Aerospace Power Journal, Ralph 
Milsap and D.B. Posey have argued that creating a 

new military department dedicated solely to 
space – a Space Force – or a new branch within 
the Air Force – a Space Corps, modeled after the 
Navy-Marine relationship – may be premature 
due to the fact that the military’s space mission is 
“still in its infancy.” However, the time may be 
right for what they call an “Aerospace Force.”  

Meeting the Enemy. The Obama administration has 
sent mixed signals on the military’s future role in 
space. The administration allowed testing of the 
X-37B, which has obvious applications as a space-
based weapons platform, and supports the Prompt 
Global Strike missile system, which would deploy 
a hypersonic kill vehicle through space. Yet it 
plans to pursue “a worldwide ban on weapons that 
interfere with military and commercial satellites.”  

Banning ASAT weapons is a noble goal, to be 
sure. But to update an old saying, that rocket has 
already left Earth’s atmosphere. 

The Chinese and Russian militaries are not going 
to unlearn what they know or surrender their 
capabilities. Neither should the U.S. military. 

As George Washington counseled, “There is 
nothing so likely to produce peace as to be well-
prepared to meet an enemy.” That time-tested 
maxim applies whether the enemy lurks on the 
seas, in the skies or in space.

The previous two administrations subscribed to 
this common-sense view. The George W. Bush 
administration, for example, opposed treaties that 
would constrain U.S. operations in space, and 
demonstrated U.S. space capabilities by shooting 
down a satellite. Likewise, the Clinton administra-
tion authorized the Pentagon to test-fi re laser 
weapons against a satellite, and adopted a space 
policy directing the Pentagon to “develop, operate 
and maintain space-control capabilities to ensure 
freedom of action in space and, if directed, to deny 
such freedom of action to adversaries.” 

Just as sea and air assets support ground forces, 
space is already supporting military operations on 
the earth. Air Force Space Command matter-of-
factly notes that U.S. operations in Afghanistan led 
to the fi rst “counterspace war,” during which 
Afghanistan’s Taliban forces  attempted to disrupt 
GPS signals while the United States destroyed a 
ground-based satellite-communications site.  

In short, defending the ultimate high ground is 
not a matter of science fi ction in the far-off future. 
It’s a matter of national security, here and now. 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for 
The American Legion Magazine.

As George Washington counseled, 
“There is nothing so likely to produce 
peace as to be well-prepared to meet 
an enemy.” That time-tested maxim 
applies whether the enemy lurks on 
the seas, in the skies or in space.
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Sole

www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (website offers may vary)

WON’T BIND OR
FALL DOWN!

•Improve Circulation
•24 Hour Comfort & Support
•Cool Breathable Cotton
•Unique Knit Keeps Feet

Cool & Dry
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Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

Non Binding Top

Cool, Durable, Comfortable
If you suffer from Diabetes or have any other
foot or circulation problems, these socks are
just for you. Non-binding top is specially de-
signed to reduce pressure on sensitive legs
and feet. Unique weave of 95% cotton, 5%

elastic allows circulation of
air that provides extra
“breathing” power for in-
creased energy to your
legs for 24 hour comfort
and support. Import.
Hurry and order today!
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Robert Ross heard the low-fl ying plane heading 
his direction as he stood on the signal bridge of 

USS Vega on a late-summer day in 1966. Bathed in 
Southeast Asian sunshine, he was listening to 
Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons when he looked 
up just in time to get a face full of spray.

“The offi cer on deck was panicking,” Ross 
recalls. “They hollered, ‘Everybody inside! Agent 
Orange!’ But it was too late.”

Forty-three years later, time is running out for 
Ross and tens of thousands of other sailors suffer-
ing from various cancers, Parkinson’s disease, 
diabetes and heart conditions caused by Agent 

Orange exposure during the Vietnam War. For 
nearly a decade, VA, acting on a Bush administra-
tion directive and a punitive court decision, has 
severed their benefi ts or denied their claims. Under 
these new VA rules, so-called “Blue Water” and 
“Blue Sky” veterans are deemed not to have 
suffered any ill effects from the millions of gallons 
of toxic defoliant spread across the jungles during 
the war, regardless of any contact they may have 
had with it. The government’s rationale: they did 
not set foot on land or couldn’t meet VA’s stringent 
requirements for proof that they were exposed.

“VA acts as if there is an invisible shield at the 

 BLUE WATER 

BATTLE

BY KEN OLSEN

Sailors suff er illness, 
disability as 
VA denies Agent 
Orange benefi ts 
to an entire class 
of Vietnam veterans.

Page 36



The arc of Agent Orange

-: The U.S. military sprays some 20 million 
gallons of Agent Orange and other herbicides across 
Vietnam and parts of Laos in Operation Ranch Hand.

-: The U.S. military uses Agent Orange at the 
Korean DMZ, exposing an estimated 12,000 veterans.

Early s: Veterans begin complaining of strange skin 
lesions called chloracne and other health problems, as 
well as a spike in birth defects among their children. VA 
requires proof of exposure for those fi ling for benefi ts.

: VA decides there is a presumption of Agent 
Orange exposure for veterans with chloracne.

: Congress orders VA to assemble a scientifi c 
committee to draft regulations for Agent Orange-
exposure benefi ts. Committee says only chloracne 
should qualify.

: The National Veterans Legal Services Program 
(NVLSP) challenges VA’s “chloracne-only” rule and wins in 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
California.

: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
issues its “Vietnam Experience” study, showing that 
veterans who served in the Vietnam War have a far 
higher rate of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma than veterans 
from the same era who didn’t serve. The study also 
concludes that the highest incidence of non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma was experienced by those who served on 
ships off  the coast of Vietnam.

: Congress passes the Agent Orange Act of 1991, 
stipulating that any veteran who served in Vietnam from 
Jan. 9, 1962, to May 7, 1975, is presumed to have been 
exposed to Agent Orange and automatically qualifi es for 
a disability rating for a list of specifi ed diseases.
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shoreline,” says David Greenberg, a Navy veteran. 
“In reality, Agent Orange blew out over the ocean. 
It also fell into the rivers and streams that fed out 
into the ocean. (And) because Navy ships distilled 
Agent Orange-tainted seawater for cooking, 
drinking and showering, it’s incomprehensible for 
VA to deny we were exposed.”

Denise Ross, whose husband is fi ghting for 
benefi ts, calls VA’s treatment of Agent Orange 
veterans disgraceful. “They have lost everything. 
They have no way to support themselves. They are 
dying at an incredible rate. And VA treats them as 
if they are lying.” 
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Their last hope: legislation backed by The 
American Legion and other veterans groups that 
would restore the Agent Orange benefi ts Congress 
fi rst authorized in 1991 for everyone who served in 
the Vietnam War – on land, in the air or at sea. 

Operation Ranch Hand. The U.S. military sprayed 
20 million gallons of the deadly dioxin-based 
herbicide in Vietnam and Laos to strip the dense 
jungle that gave the enemy cover, to destroy their 
crops, and to clear ground for U.S. fi re bases.
Operation Ranch Hand ran from the early 1960s to 
the early 1970s. 

VA still required proof of exposure, beginning in 
the 1970s when veterans fi rst raised concerns 
about their own strange illnesses and birth defects 
among their children, says Bart Stichman, joint 
executive director of the National Veterans Legal 
Services Program, which has represented Agent 
Orange victims since the 1970s. 

VA conceded that chloracne, skin lesions caused 
by chemical exposure, was connected to Agent 
Orange exposure in 1978. And in 1984, Congress 
ordered VA to assemble a committee of scientists 
to study whether the list of illnesses presumed to 
be caused by Agent Orange should be expanded. 

VA responded by handpicking scientists, some of 
whom had worked for chemical companies that 
manufactured Agent Orange, Stichman says. In 
essence, “they denied everybody,” Stichman says.

By then, there were 800 studies on dioxin, the 
key toxin in Agent Orange. VA’s committee “re-
viewed a couple dozen studies” in 10 months, 
Stichman says. His group sued, and a federal court 
in California ordered VA to start over.

Meanwhile, Dow, Monsanto and other Agent 
Orange manufacturers settled a class-action 
lawsuit with veterans. The $180 million settlement 
didn’t go far but was important in making the case 
for health problems the herbicide infl icted.

Congressional Reprieve. By 1990, the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
concluded that the 3 million veterans who served 

February : VA changes its rules to require that 
Navy or Marine veterans who served on ships prove they 
also had “boots on ground” in Vietnam.

: Alarmed at a higher-than-normal rate of 
cancer among sailors who served in Vietnam, the 
Royal Australian Navy publishes a study showing 
that distilling water on Navy ships magnifi es the 
concentration of dioxin – the deadly ingredient 
in Agent Orange. 

: VA denies an Agent Orange claim for Jonathan 
Haas, a retired Navy commander who served on an 
ammunition tender in Vietnam and has Type 2 diabetes 
and kidney problems. Both illnesses can be tied to 
Agent Orange exposure.

: The Australian government authorizes benefi ts for 
its “Blue Water” navy veterans from the Vietnam War. 

: Represented by the NVLSP, Haas wins his case 
at the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims. The decision 
would have required VA to process all Blue Water 
veterans’ claims as if they have presumptive exposure. 
VA ultimately wins a moratorium and appeals. 

: The Bush administration requests introduction 
of a bill to eliminate all Blue Water veterans from 
qualifying for presumptive exposure to Agent Orange. 
The bill dies.

: The Institute of Medicine confi rms an Australian 
navy fi nding that distilling seawater for drinking water 
increases dioxin concentration, but VA says more study is 
needed.

May : The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit overturns the 2006 CVAC ruling, saying VA had the 
right to change its rules for Agent Orange eligibility.

October-November : The NVLSP fi les an appeal 
with the Supreme Court. The American Legion and other 
groups fi le briefs in support of the motion. 

January : The Supreme Court refuses to hear the 
case. VA rejects pending Blue Water veterans’ claims 
without proof of boots on ground. 

May : U.S. Rep. Bob Filner introduces H.R. 2254, the 
Agent Orange Equity Act. Companion legislation is 
introduced in the Senate.

May : A congressional hearing is scheduled on the 
Agent Orange Equity Act.
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The arc of Agent Orange (continued)
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in Vietnam suffered a 50-percent-higher rate of 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma than veterans who 
didn’t serve in Southeast Asia. VA then added that 
lone cancer to a short list of Agent Orange illnesses 
it would cover.

Realizing VA would never 
go far enough, Congress 
passed the Agent Orange Act 
of 1991. The legislation made 
it clear that anyone who 
served in the war – whether 
on land or in Vietnam’s 
territorial waters – was 
presumed to have been 
exposed and should receive 
VA benefi ts for illnesses 
caused by it. It also called for 
the National Academy of 
Sciences to determine which 
diseases were connected to 
Agent Orange. Over the next 
decade, soft-tissue sarcoma, 
lung, trachea and larynx 
cancer, multiple myleoma, 
Type 2 diabetes and other 
diseases were added to the 
list of Agent Orange condi-
tions VA would cover. 

Meanwhile, the Royal 
Australian Navy discovered 
that running dioxin-tainted 
seawater through its ships’ 
distilling machines – identi-
cal to equipment the 
U.S. Navy used to supply 
cooking, drinking and 
bathing water to ships in 
Vietnam – magnifi ed the 
dioxin’s strength, Stichman 
says. A study by the Institute 
of Medicine, an arm of the 
National Academies of 
Science, later confi rmed that. 

The fortunes of Blue Water veterans changed 
after George W. Bush became president. In 2002, 
VA quietly rewrote its rules to require that all 
veterans prove they had physically set foot in 
Vietnam – known as “boots on ground” – to 
qualify for Agent Orange benefi ts. 

“They didn’t go through formal rule-making,” 
Stichman says. VA started denying new claims and 
cutting off Blue Water veterans who previously had 
been receiving benefi ts. This occurred even 
though a greater percentage of Vietnam War 

sailors developed non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma than 
those who served with ground forces. 

“So a guy who gets benefi ts from 1996 to 2002 
for trachea cancer found his benefi ts severed,” 

Stichman explains. The sole 
exception was veterans with 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

Haas’ Legal Voyage. Jona-
than L. Haas thought he had 
legal grounds to challenge 
VA’s sudden exclusion of 
some 500,000 Vietnam War 
sailors who became known 
as the Blue Water veterans. 
He remembered clouds of 
Agent Orange drifting from 
the shore and engulfi ng his 
ammunition tender, the 
Mount Katmai. Forty years 
later, he fi led an Agent 
Orange claim for diabetes 
and kidney problems.

Haas fought all the way to 
the Supreme Court, with the 
help of the National Veterans 
Legal Services Program and a 
friend-of-the-court brief from 
The American Legion. 
He lost. And when the high 
court refused to hear Haas v. 
Nicholson in early 2009, it 
effectively affi rmed VA’s right 
to rewrite the rules and 
prevent Blue Water veterans 
from receiving Agent Orange 
benefi ts.

The Bush administration 
also pushed for legislation 
prohibiting Blue Water 
veterans from qualifying for 
presumptive Agent Orange 
exposure. The effort failed. 

But the Haas decision prevented tens of thousands 
of sick and disabled Blue Water veterans from 
getting VA benefi ts, including Thomas J. Laliberte, 
a naval photographer who serviced aerial recon-
naissance cameras on the A-5 Vigilantes that fl ew 
from USS Constellation in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

The airplanes fl ew in areas recently sprayed 
with Agent Orange and periodically landed in 
Vietnam, accumulating dioxin residue, Laliberte 
says. He routinely worked on the airplane cameras 
and camera pods after these missions.

Agent Orange-related 
diseases recognized by VA
VA currently acknowledges that the 
following diseases were caused by 
Agent Orange exposure. Veterans with 
these diseases must also prove they set 
foot on land in Vietnam in order to seek 
disability benefi ts and health care.

AL amyloidosis
Chloracne
Chronic lymphocytic leukemia
B cell leukemias
Type 2 diabetes
Hodgkin’s disease
Ischemic heart disease
Multiple myleoma
Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma
Parkinson’s disease
Pheripheral neuropathy
Porphyria cutanea tarda
Prostate cancer 
Lung, larynx, trachea, 
bronchus cancer
Some soft-tissue sarcomas

For detailed descriptions of the diseases, 
as well as of birth defects children of 
Vietnam War veterans may have 
developed as a result of Agent Orange 
exposure, go to:  

  www.publichealth.va.gov/
exposures/agentorange/diseases.asp
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A computer programmer, truck driver and 
pressman since leaving the service, Laliberte says 
he was never sick until he was overcome with 
fatigue in August 2006. He couldn’t keep up at 
work and was laid off from his printing-plant job. 
Two weeks later, Laliberte was hospitalized with 
multiple myeloma. His kidney failure was so 
profound that he was “within days of dying,” 
Laliberte says.

His wife divorced him fi ve months later. Lalib-
erte was left only with Social Security disability 
benefi ts and temporarily moved in with a friend. 
VA has denied his Agent Orange-exposure claim, 
and he’s still living in his friend’s spare room. 

“I feel abandoned,” Laliberte says, his voice 
hoarse from the steroids he takes to calm the side 
effects of chemotherapy. “I know I was there. I 
know I was exposed. And I feel that way not only 
for myself, but for the thousands of veterans who 
need help but can’t get the health care they need.”

Three years ago, Laliberte joined the newly 
formed Veterans Association of Sailors of the 
Vietnam War and now serves as its president. 
Together with The American Legion and other 
veteran groups, the VASVW is pushing legislation 
to restore veterans’ Agent Orange benefi ts.

Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., chairman of the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee, stressed urgency 
before hearings he called in May. “Congress’ 
original intent was to provide these veterans with 
benefi ts based on their exposure to Agent Orange 
and other deadly herbicides ... regardless of 
arbitrary geographic line-drawing,” he wrote in a 
letter to his colleagues.

VA declined to address specifi c issues raised by 
veterans in this article. But in a statement prepared 
for The American Legion Magazine, VA noted it has 
proposed adding hairy cell leukemia, Parkinson’s 
disease and ischemic heart disease to the list of 
illnesses presumed to be connected to Agent 
Orange exposure, and “is committed to pursuing 
all medical research efforts that improve our 
understanding of diseases that could be presump-
tively service-connected.”

Ross’ Dying Wish. Nevada veteran Robert Ross 
wonders if he’ll outlive the VA appeals process. He 
developed blistering sores on his back in the 1970s 
and diabetes in 1995. He suffered heart failure in 
2001, but is not a transplant candidate because of 
kidney problems. He had thyroid cancer, suffers 
from neuropathy, and fi ghts an indigestion prob-
lem. Two years ago, doctors likened his life expec-
tancy to that of a terminal-cancer patient.

Ross fi led a claim with the Reno, Nev., VA in 
2008. He was denied as a result of the Haas ruling. 
He cannot prove he took the face full of spray that 
late-summer day in 1966. He cannot prove he was 
close enough to the shore to see people’s faces. He 
cannot prove his ship was tied to a dock on several 
trips into Da Nang Harbor to re-supply U.S. ships.

“People are under the impression that these men 
have access to proof of where they were all of the 
time, of incidents that occurred while they were on 
ship, and every location of their ship,” Denise Ross 
says. “It was wartime. A lot of that information 
wasn’t put in the ship’s log or written down.”

Ross fi led a notice of disagreement with the 
Reno VA in April 2009. “We provided them the 
doctor’s letter that said my husband has a year to 
live,” Denise says. “I begged them. I said, ‘My 
husband is dying.  Can’t you just deny his claim so 
we can fi le an appeal?’ We’re concerned about our 
son, who has asthma and other medical issues.”

That denial fi nally came this spring, a year after 
the Rosses’ urgent plea. They will appeal this 
summer. The case will drag on perhaps another 
year – a year Ross might not have. 

The Rosses, like Laliberte, are putting their hope 
in the legislation.

“Every senator and member of Congress has the 
responsibility to step in immediately,” Denise says. 
“They can’t put a stop to the suffering. But they 
can restore the benefi ts that have been denied 
these men. I want it made right not just for my 
husband, but for everyone.” 

Ken Olsen is a freelance writer and frequent 
contributor to The American Legion Magazine.

Getty Images
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RIGHT: Post 17 members help 
score a JROTC color-guard unit 

at the Continuous Learning 
Center. FAR RIGHT: Melissa 

Osborne, Post 17 liaison, helps 
CLC students draft written 

expressions about World War II 
veterans from her post.  Brett Flashnick
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Citizenship 101
South Carolina’s Post 17 supports JROTC programs for at-risk youth.

F or high-school students joining the Junior Reserve Offi cers’ 
Training Corps (JROTC), it’s the beginning of a military career, 
or at least a stepping stone to a stint in the service. But in a 
region of South Carolina with a rich military and patriotic 

history, JROTC is transforming the lives of juveniles who might not even 
be eligible to enlist. 

In the cities of Columbia and Camden, at-risk youth are entering JROTC 
programs not necessarily as an introduction to the military but as a means 
of rehabilitation and learning discipline.

The initiative began in the early 1990s, when the Department of Juvenile 
Justice (DJJ) in Columbia started an ROTC program within its walls to help 
mold the juvenile offenders into productive citizens. Later, the Continuous 
Learning Center (CLC), an alternative-learning school that takes in local 
youth with behavioral or academic problems, opened in nearby Camden 
with a similar purpose. Students are re-assigned to the CLC, where those 
who are old enough participate in a fully functioning JROTC unit that aims 
to reform them, so they can return to their original schools.

Two decades later, the outlook is grim for both programs. The economic 
downturn and a series of budget cuts have hit the CLC and the DJJ hard, 
threatening radical changes and possible closure. Fortunately, a group of 
loyal Legionnaires has been there for both programs, helping them stay 
afl oat by providing fi nancial support, volunteering their time and knowl-
edge as former military, and mentoring at-risk juveniles.

James Leroy Belk Post 17 in Camden frequently hosts JROTC cadets for 
formal dinners and ceremonies and donates school supplies, new uniforms 
and formalwear. And post members go out of their way to attend JROTC 
functions, giving direct counsel to the young people.

“We try to help them in any way we can,” says Jim Rabon, Post 17’s fi rst 
vice commander. “It’s important to us that they see there are people out 
there who care.”

Rabon and other Legionnaires often make the 30-mile trek from Camden 
to the DJJ, a juvenile prison enclosed by razor wire. Their presence is 
welcomed, as the volunteer-heavy facility has lost 31 percent of its budget 
and could lose up to 43 percent.

“(Budget cuts) are going to be bigger this year, and they are going to be 
huge next year,” says Judge William Byars, state director of South Caro-
lina’s Department of Juvenile Justice and a member of Post 17. “We haven’t 
seen anything like what we are up against.”

Cadets’ parents and family members are invited to drill exercises and 
formal dinners, but few attend. Most of the cadets come from broken 
homes. Often, Post 17’s veterans are the only ones supporting them.

“The Legionnaires are always here,” explains Randy Grant, a deputy 
director at the DJJ and member of Post 6 in Columbia. “I think they enjoy 
it as much as the kids enjoy having them. It very much is an adopted-
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The Continuous 
Learning Center in 

Camden, S.C., mentors 
at-risk teenagers 
through a JROTC 
program.  Brett Flashnick
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parent kind of situation. I think they are proud of 
the fact that these young men and women are 
interested in the military.”

A bond forms as each Legionnaire connects with 
one or two cadets and discusses the privilege of 
serving and the importance of contributing to 
society. “We need to get them back to being 
productive citizens, and the only way we can do 
that is to work with them and show them how to 
live,” says Joseph Kliebert, Post 17’s co-chaplain.

At the post, members host “dining outs,” where a 
select group of well-behaved and well-decorated 
cadets are invited to fl ag-raisings. There, they have 
a chance to interact with veterans and enjoy a 
home-cooked meal. For some, it’s their fi rst time 
outside the DJJ’s walls since their incarceration.

“Some of these kids will sit there with the 
veterans and be like, ‘What? You really did that?’” 
says 1st Sgt. Elvis Everett, a JROTC instructor. 
“They have a good time going down there.”

At a dinner last fall, Post 17 introduced cadets to 
retired Army Col. Charles P. Murray, who received 
the Medal of Honor during World War II for 
single-handedly attacking and defeating a German 
infantry force that outnumbered his platoon. Four 
cadets squeezed into three chairs across from 
Murray at a table to hear his war stories.

“They were thrilled to be able to talk to a Medal 
of Honor recipient,” Grant says. “That was quite an 
experience for them.”

Post 17’s members have just as much of a 
presence at the CLC, where they help with class-
room and JROTC activities. Students interview the 
veterans about their war experiences and draft 
“written expressions” based on their conversations 
with the former servicemembers. Legionnaires 
also help score ROTC drills and assist cadets in 
performing color-guard activities.

Unfortunately, the CLC’s future is in question 
thanks to a county education budget that is 20 
percent less than it was two years ago. Located in 
a small and dingy building across the street from 
the city’s main high school, the CLC might have to 
close its doors and send its students to an alterna-
tive program at Camden High School. 

“I’m scared we are going to shortchange a 
generation of kids,” Kershaw County Schools 
Superintendent Frank Morgan says. “I’m not sure 
the public gets that yet.”

In the spirit of JROTC’s citizenship-based 
objectives, CLC students have teamed up with the 
Legion to help meet the needs of DJJ cadets. 
Melissa Osborne, who acts as Post 17’s liaison to 
the two JROTC groups, recently coordinated a 
charity drive to procure new clothes for cadets 
whose time at the DJJ is up. CLC cadets asked 
their community for clothing donations, and 
Legionnaires from Post 17 delivered them to the 
DJJ in Columbia.

The biggest event for both JROTC units is 
Veterans Day. Every year, Post 17 hosts a ceremony 
that includes JROTC cadets from the CLC, the DJJ, 
Camden High School and the Camden Military 
Academy. About 300 cadets attend and march in 
Post 17’s lot, which hosts local and state commu-
nity leaders and military supporters. The day gets 
live coverage on two different radio stations and, 
weather permitting, a military fl yover.

“We know not to worry about the bleachers, 
chairs and other details,” Osborne said. “CLC will 
have them all set up, and guards will be posted to 
keep people and students organized.”

Whether they’re presenting medals, fi lling an 
otherwise-empty grandstand or providing some 
much-needed counsel, Post 17’s Legionnaires are 
doing all they can to support JROTC cadets in 
Columbia and Camden. They know that with 
guidance, many of these troubled teens can end up 
on the right path.

“If you don’t pay for them now, you’ll pay for 
them later,” Rabon says. “It’s better to save some of 
these souls, so to speak – impart some knowledge 
and maybe change them so they go on to be 
productive citizens.”  

Andy Romey is assistant Web editor for The 
American Legion.

View a slideshow online:   www.legion.org/magazine

FAR LEFT: Joseph Kliebert, 
Post 17 co-chaplain, helps a 
CLC student with her written 
expression. LEFT: Legionnaires 
instruct CLC cadets in how to 
fold the U.S. fl ag.  Brett Flashnick
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Illinois’ ‘Deacon’ served as a corpsman in France.
Corneal Davis

Corneal A. Davis never stopped fi ghting for what he believed 
was right. He served his country during World War I, crusaded for 
civil rights during his 36 years as an Illinois legislator, and suc-
cessfully sued for equal pay for black teachers with help from 
Thurgood Marshall, the future Supreme Court justice.

Born in segregated Mississippi, Davis enlisted in the Army at 17. 
He spent a year and eight months in France and was assigned to 
the Medical Corps after taking shrapnel. At the Battle of the 
Argonne Forest, he worked as a corpsman on the front line, and 
was headed for Metz when the armistice was signed. Returning to 
the United States, Davis settled in Chicago, where he sought to tear 
down racial barriers after starting his career by checking “Ameri-
can” on a job application.

“But ain’t it a shame,” he told historian Timuel Black, “that after 
I’ve been soldiering and risking my life for this country, now I 
can’t put down ‘colored’ and even get myself any kind of a job in a 
city like this?”

One of the fi rst black veterans to join the newly formed Ameri-
can Legion in 1919, Davis attended the organization’s fi rst national 
convention in St. Louis and was later awarded a life membership at 
George L. Giles Post 87 in Chicago. Though his fellow Legionnaires 
urged him to become post commander, he declined, content to 
serve as chaplain. 

Davis became involved in Republican politics, but he switched to 
the Democratic Party in the 1930s, supporting the social and 
economic initiatives of President Franklin Roosevelt.

Determined to fi ght for integration, public aid, welfare and 
education, Davis began his long career in the Illinois House of 
Representatives in 1943. Upon his arrival in Springfi eld, he was 
denied a room at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel, and was forced to 
spend his fi rst night on a bench at the railroad station. The experi-
ence only fueled his anti-segregation campaign, which extended to 
restaurants, movie theaters and other public places.

Nicknamed “the Deacon” because of his evangelical speaking 
style and many years as a preacher, Davis often led the Illinois 
House in prayer. “He was a tremendous person who stood tall for 
what he believed in,” said the Rev. P. David Saunders, who served 
as pastor at Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
“He was a giant in my eyes for what he accomplished for people of 
color in the Illinois state legislature, and for being a humble, kind 
and affectionate person in the pulpit here.”

Davis continued as a civil servant after retiring from the legisla-
ture in 1979. He accepted an appointment on the Chicago Board of 
Election Commissioners, serving until 1987. The legendary politi-
cian remained in Chicago, where he died in 1995 at 94.

– Paul Fedorchak

The dossier
Born in Vicksburg, Miss., in 1900.

Graduated from Tougaloo College 
in Mississippi, and attended John 
Marshall Law School in Chicago.

Ardent civil-rights crusader in 
Chicago and in the Illinois 
legislature, where he served as 
assistant majority leader.

Co-sponsored legislation to create 
the Fair Employment Practices 
Commission.

Ended discrimination against 
blacks at the University of Illinois 
Medical School by threatening to 
withhold state funds.

First black Scoutmaster in Chicago.

Drove for years with “Deacon” 
on his personalized license plate – 
a reference to his spiritual 
leadership in the Illinois House of 
Representatives.

Associate pastor at Quinn Chapel 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Chicago, and 
NAACP chaplain.

Died in Chicago in 1995.  

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum
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“Well, I finally did it. I finally decided to enter the digital age and get a cell phone. My kids have been bugging me, my
book group made fun of me, and the last straw was when my car broke down, and I was stuck by the highway for an hour
before someone stopped to help. But when I went to the cell phone store, I almost changed my mind. The phones are so
small I can’t see the numbers, much less push the right one. They all have cameras, computers and 
a “global-positioning” something or other that’s supposed to spot me from space. Goodness, all I
want to do is to be able to talk to my grandkids! The people at the store weren’t much help. They
couldn’t understand why someone wouldn’t want a phone the size of a postage stamp. And the
rate plans! They were complicated, confusing, and expensive… and the contract lasted for two
years! I’d almost given up when a friend told me about her new Jitterbug phone. Now, I have
the convenience and safety of being able to stay in touch… with a phone I can actually use.”

The cell phone that’s right for me. Sometimes I think the people who designed this phone and
the rate plans had me in mind. The phone fits easily in my pocket, but it flips open and reaches
from my mouth to my ear. The display is large and backlit, so I can actually see who is calling.
With a push of a button I can amplify the volume, and if I don’t know a number, I can simply
push one for a friendly, helpful operator that will look it up and even dial it for me. The 
Jitterbug also reduces background noise, making the sound loud and clear. There’s even a dial tone,
so I know the phone is ready to use.

Affordable plans that I can understand – and no contract to sign! Unlike other cell phones, 
Jitterbug has plans that make sense. Why should I pay for minutes I’m never going to use? And
if I do talk more than I plan, I won’t find myself with no minutes like my friend who has a 
prepaid phone. Best of all, there is no contract to sign – so I’m not locked in for years at a time
or subject to termination fees. The U.S. – based customer service is second to none, and the
phone gets service virtually anywhere in the country. 

Call now and get a FREE GIFT. Try Jitterbug for 30 days and if you don't love it, just return it. Why wait, the Jitterbug
comes ready to use right out of the box. The phone comes preprogrammed with your favorite numbers, and if you aren’t as
happy with it as I am you can return it for a refund of the purchase price. Call now, the Jitterbug product experts are ready
to answer your questions.

Monthly Rate
Operator Assistance

911 Access
Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial
Nationwide Coverage

Trial Period

$14.99
24/7

FREE
No add’l charge

FREE
Yes

30 days

$19.99
24/7

FREE
No add’l charge

FREE
Yes

30 days

50 100Monthly Minutes

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: All rate plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35.00. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. There are no
additional fees to call Jitterbug’s 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the
length of the call and any called connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes.  Rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees are subject to change. 
Savings are based on marketing materials from nationally available cellular companies as of June, 2010 (not including family share plans).  The full price of the Jitterbug Phone will be refunded if it is returned
within 30 days of purchase, in like-new condition, and with less than 30 minutes of usage. A Jitterbug Phone purchased from a retail location is subject to the return policy of that retail 
location. The Jitterbug phone is created together with worldwide leader Samsung. Jitterbug is a registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America,
Inc. and its related entities. Created together with worldwide leader Samsung. Copyright © 2010 by firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.  All rights reserved.

47
42

9

FREE Gift
Order now 
and receive a 
free Car Charger. 
A $24 value!

No

Con
tra

ct

Questions about Jitterbug? 
Try our pre-recorded Toll-Free Hotline1-877-628-4540.

Jitterbug Cell Phone
Call now for our lowest price.
Please mention promotional code 40338.

1-877-651-6917
www.jitterbugdirect.com

Finally, a cell phone 
that’s… a phone!

Other plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.

877-
651-
6917

New Red 
phone shown
Also available 
in White and Graphite.
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[HISTORY]

THE UNKNOWN REVOLUTIONARY
BY CHRISTOPHER LANCETTE

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the American 
Revolution in Alexandria, Va., is hard to locate even if you 
know where to look. It rests in a tiny, hidden cemetery 
where it is tucked in a corner, backed against a wall. The 
marble tomb is lost in the shadows of nearby trees and 
can’t compete with the giant memorials, statues and 
monuments throughout the Washington area.

An inscription, similar to that found on the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington, reads, “Here lies a soldier of the 
Revolution whose identity is known but to God.” 

The tabletop epitaph has faded with time: “His was an 
idealism that recognized a Supreme Being, that planted 
religious liberty on our shores, that overthrew despotism, 
that established a people’s government, that wrote a 
Constitution setting metes and bounds of delegated 
authority, that fi xed a standard of value upon men above 
gold and lifted high the torch of civil liberty along the 
pathway of mankind. In ourselves this soul exists as part 
of ours, his memory’s mansion.”

I am saddened that I linger here for an hour or more, 
paying respect to the generation that gave birth to the 
country I love, and see no one approach.

The Old Presbyterian Meeting House, which lovingly 
cares for the unknown soldier’s churchyard cemetery, 
reports that a meager fi ve or six people a day pick up 
the pamphlet explaining what it is. Just a few minutes 
away, 11,000 people a day enter Arlington National 
Cemetery to view the Tomb of the Unknowns, listen 
to “Taps” and witness the guards take their perfectly 
measured steps.

“It’s a shame more people don’t come to see it,” says 
Richard Azzaro, a former guard at the more famous 
Arlington tomb and an advocate for the anonymous one 
in Alexandria. “It was the soldiers who secured the 
freedom Americans sought, not arguments or pleas for 
justice. They put everything at risk, and we’re the heirs of 
the people represented here.”

This particular unknown-soldier’s grave was discovered 
in 1826 when workmen excavating a construction project 
broke through a munitions box containing the remains of 
a man in his Revolutionary War uniform. He was promptly 
re-buried. In 1929, a national campaign, led by John 
Gordon of American Legion Post 24, succeeded in 
erecting a permanent tribute.

“These thousands who will follow you here to stand in 
homage before that tomb will leave this quiet little 

Alexandria tomb with Legion roots often overlooked today. 

Photos by Noel St. John
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[VERBATIM ]

“The time is now near at hand 
which must probably determine 
whether Americans are to be 
freemen or slaves; whether 
they are to have any property 
they can call their own. The fate 
of unborn millions will now 
depend, under God, on the 
courage and conduct of this army. 
We have, therefore, to resolve 
to conquer or die.”

George Washington, general orders, July 2, 1776

“The time for a center like this 
has come because Islam is an 
American religion. We need to take 
the 9/11 tragedy and turn it into 
something very positive.”

Daisy Khan, executive director of the 
American Society for Muslim Advancement, 

on plans to build a 15-story community center 
with a mosque two blocks from Ground Zero. 

Many residents and relatives of those killed 
in the terror attacks oppose the project.

“I’m on cloud nine right now.”
Petty Offi  cer 2nd Class Matthew McCabe, 

a Navy SEAL, after a military jury declared him 
not guilty of assaulting a suspected Iraqi terrorist 

thought to have organized the 2004 killings 
of four U.S. contractors in Fallujah

“This ordinance prevents 
restaurants from preying on 
children’s love of toys.”

Ken Yeager of the Santa Clara County, Calif., 
board of supervisors, which voted to ban toys and 

other promotions accompanying high-calorie kids’ 
meals unless restaurants meet nutritional guidelines

“I think the outcome would be 
much as when Christopher Columbus 
fi rst landed in America, which 
didn’t turn out very well for 
the Native Americans.”

Stephen Hawking, British physicist, in a new 
Discovery Channel documentary series, on the 
possible consequences of aliens visiting Earth

Sources: CNN, FOX News, Los Angeles Times, Times of London

Virginia churchyard better Americans,” Gordon said at the 
Lexington-Concord Day dedication. “They will have a 
clearer vision of their duties as Americans.”

Over time, however, the unknown revolutionary’s tomb 
fell into obscurity. 

It is not included in Alexandria’s offi  cial walking-tour 
guide handed out at the city’s visitor center. Washington 
tourism materials don’t give it much regard, and the tomb 
is mentioned only briefl y, if at all, in any guidebooks 
written about the area.

“The country hasn’t fully embraced the Revolutionary 
War,” says historian Donald Dahmann, a member of the 
Old Presbyterian Meeting House. “I think this is another 
indication of how we as a society have overlooked those 
who fought for our independence.”

Azzaro, a Revolutionary War re-enactor, has been trying 
to change that. For more than 20 years, he and his 
re-created unit, the First Virginia Regiment of the 
Continental Line, have led wreath-laying ceremonies at the 
tomb during Alexandria’s annual Presidents Day parades. 
The number of observers, he says, increases every year. 

Christopher Lancette is a freelance writer who lives in the 
Washington area. 

For more information about the tomb:
www.opmh.org, click on “About Us,” then “Cemetery”

Watch a video about the memorial:
www.legion.org/magazine

Page 49



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   JULY 201050

[CAREERS ]

Are you job-
search ready?

Savvy job-seekers know there 
are six things everyone must do to 
prepare for a successful job search.

 Write a 
great résumé.
Your résumé is 
your personal 
marketing tool. 
It should 
showcase key 
positions held, 
notable 
achievements 

and projects, honors and awards, 
academic credentials, and other 
distinguishing skills.  
 Write lean and clean e-letters. 

Traditional cover letters have 
morphed into concise and hard-
hitting e-letters that highlight 
your résumé’s most notable points 
to entice the reader to continue.
 Prepare an elevator pitch. When 

someone asks what you do, be able to 
communicate “who” you are with 
ease and simplicity, like so: “I’m a 
network engineer best known for the 
ease in functionality of my designs.”
 Get on LinkedIn. Amid all the 

social-media noise, one site – 
www.linkedin.com – is heads above 
the rest in its current value for job 
search. Get on LinkedIn, write a 
strong career profi le rich with 
achievements and keywords, and 
start building your network. Other 
social sites can also be of value, but 
LinkedIn is defi nitely No. 1 for careers.
 Work your traditional network. 

Your friends, co-workers, neighbors 
and others have other friends and 
co-workers. Nothing is more eff ective 
than one-on-one networking.
 Always follow up. Follow up with 

an e-mail or phone call after every 
interview and with everyone you 
meet. You never know who that 
person knows who may very well 
want to know you.

Wendy Enelow is co-author of “Expert 
Résumés for Military-to-Civilian 
Transitions” and “Executive Résumé 
Toolkit.” www.wendyenelow.com

THE JOB FRONT
BY WENDY S. ENELOW

[EDUCATION]

Fry Scholarship for military survivors
Q: I heard about the Fry Scholarship for children 
whose parents died on active duty after 9/11. What 
are the criteria?
A: Children of U.S. military personnel who have died in 
the line of duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001, can apply for a 
scholarship similar to the new Post-9/11 GI Bill. Benefi ts 
are retroactive to Aug. 1, 2009.

Administered by VA, the scholarship is named for 
Marine Gunnery Sgt. John David Fry, 28, a Texan who 
died while disarming an explosive in Iraq in 2006. He is 

survived by three young children.
“The Fry Scholarship represents this nation’s solemn commitment to care 

for children whose mothers and fathers paid the ultimate price for our 
country,” Secretary of Veterans Aff airs Eric K. Shinseki said.

VA began accepting applications for the Fry Scholarship on May 1.

Valerie Vigil, a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion Post 27 in 
Arizona, is a past vice president of the National Association of Veterans’ Program 
Administrators. Send GI Bill questions to her by e-mail. askvalerie@legion.org

BY VALERIE VIGIL
VETERANS & EDUCATION

MY GI BILL

[ECONOMICS ]

OIF, OEF vets hit 
hard by recession

Labor Department statistics indicate that 
unemployment among male veterans of Iraq and 
Afghanistan has reached 15 percent – triple what 
it was in early 2007, and much higher than the 
national average of 9.7 percent. 

USA Today notes that 250,000 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
are unemployed, and “another 400,000 have left the work force 
to attend college.”

If there is a silver lining – and don’t try telling that to an out-of-work 
vet – it’s that the tough job market is leading many troops to re-enlist. 

[SCOUTING]

Wisconsin teen Eagle Scout of the Year
Eighteen-year-old Joe Phillips of Fond du Lac, Wis., 

is The American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year for 
2010. The St. Mary’s Springs High School senior will 
receive a $10,000 college scholarship. 

The award recognizes Phillips’ practical citizenship 
at school and Scouting, and his passion for and 
commitment to the U.S. fl ag and all it represents. His 
Eagle Scout project included planning, coordinating 
and executing a community drive for unserviceable 
U.S. fl ags, culminating in a formal fl ag-retirement 
ceremony on Flag Day, June 14, 2008, at the Izaak 

Walton Conservation Club in Fond du Lac.
Phillips has been an Eagle Scout since 2008, and was a runner-up in the 

Legion’s 2009 Eagle Scout of the Year competition.  The Legion also awarded 
$2,500 scholarships to Robert B. Rasmussen of Hutchinson, Minn.; Justin R. 
Knoll of La Porte, Ind.; and Michael T. Smith of Alpharetta, Ga. 

Media Bakery
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Legion: Veterans preference being ‘ignored’
Economic Division director Joe 

Sharpe recently testifi ed before 
the House Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education and Related 
Agencies that veterans preference 
in the federal job market “is being 
unlawfully ignored by numerous 
agencies.

“The reality is that employment 
opportunities are not being 
properly publicized,” he said. 
“Federal agencies, as well as 
federal government contractors and subcontractors, are required by law to 
notify the Offi  ce of Personnel Management of job opportunities.

“But more often than not, these opportunities are never made available to 
the public.”

That reality makes the Veterans Employment and Training Service (VETS) a 
critically important program, since it investigates violations of veterans-
preference policy and corrects unlawful practices.

Charirman David Obey, D-Wis., said he favored almost all the programs 
proposed by the score of testifying witnesses, but noted that the combined cost 
would increase the president’s proposed fi scal 2011 budget by $14 billion. In light 
of the massive federal defi cit, Congress is already being asked to trim $3.5 billion 
from the White House’s fi gure, he said.

[ECONOMICS]

Craig Roberts

The original, patented DR® TRIMMER/
MOWER is both  a precision trimmer 
and a powerful mower!

THE EASIER
WAY TO TRIM
AND MOW!

TOLL-FREE

800-731-0178
DRtrimmers.com 69

20
5X

 ©
 2

01
0

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog!

TRIM within a whisker of houses, 
trees, fences. Big wheels make it 
easy for anyone to control precisely!

MOW WITHOUT FEAR of hitting 
rocks or hidden obstacles, because 
there’s no blade to bend or dull.

GUARANTEED NOT TO 
TANGLE even in waist-high 
grass and weeds – thanks to 
its patented No-Wrap 
Trimmer Head. 

CUT UP TO 3" 
THICK BRUSH
with optional 
attachment.

 LUNG CANCER 
COMPENSATION
Veterans with lung cancer may be eligible  
for financial compensation.

1.800.998.9729
info@thedavidlawfirm.com
www.lung-cancer.com

Contact us for a FREE case evaluation.

 Handling cases nationwide with 
 local co-counsel in state of filing.

* Licensed by The Supreme Court of Texas.

The David Law Firm, P.C., S. Bradley Cooper*      10655 Six Pines Drive, Suite 260      The Woodlands, TX  77380
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Shelby, N.C., to permanently 
host Legion World Series

The American Legion National Executive Committee 
announced during Spring Meetings at National 
Headquarters in Indianapolis that Shelby, N.C., will 
permanently host The American Legion Baseball World 
Series beginning in 2011. Shelby won the bid over 
Bartlesville, Okla.

“We are extremely excited and looking forward to being 
a partner with The American Legion statewide and locally,” 
said Eddie Holbrook, co-chairman of Shelby’s Baseball 
World Series Committee. “We look forward to putting on 
the best World Series the Legion’s ever had, becoming a 
complementary partner with them, and making the Legion 
proud that they selected us.” 

More than 100 people involved with Shelby’s baseball 
committee traveled to Indianapolis by bus to support their 
winning presentation and to show enthusiasm for the 
opportunity to be Legion Baseball’s World Series home city. 
The group’s presentation laid the groundwork for strong 
community support, a volunteer team of 300, and extensive 
plans for growth.

“The baseball committee from Shelby had a real vision for 
the future, and I think that’s one of the things that separated 
them from Oklahoma,” American Legion Baseball and 
Recreation Subcommittee Chairman Larry Price said. 

The committee’s immediate plans as host city include a new 
scoreboard and constructing a building specifi cally for 
World Series staff . The building will house offi  ces for 
managing game preparation, and seating that overlooks the 
playing fi eld.  

Other ideas include promoting “Shelby, home of The 
American Legion Baseball World Series” on a water tower in 
the form of a bat and baseball, and a local trucking 
company’s national vehicles.

The baseball staff  at National Headquarters anticipates 
stronger sponsorship opportunities, game attendance and 
coverage now that the Legion Baseball World Series has a 
home city. 

– Cameran Erny

[LEGION BASEBALL]

[COURT]

Mojave cross torn down by vandals
Less than two weeks after the 

U.S. Supreme Court ruled that, for now, 
the Mojave Desert cross could remain 
in its location, vandals tore down the 
memorial to World War I veterans, 
leaving only the bolts in Sunrise Rock 
as evidence.

The incident sparked outrage 
among supporters of the cross, 
including The American Legion, which 
fi led crucial amicus (friend-of-the-
court) briefs in favor of the cross 
remaining at its location. 

“Reports that the Mojave Cross was 
illegally removed overnight are very 
disturbing,” National Commander 
Clarence Hill said. “The American 
Legion expects whoever is 
responsible for this vile act to be 
brought to justice. While the memorial 
has been attacked, the fi ght will 
continue to ensure that veterans 
memorials will remain sacrosanct.”

The act also drew scorn from Liberty 
Institute, which has represented the 

Legion and other organizations in the 
fi ght to keep the cross in its current 
location. “This is an outrage, akin to 
desecrating people’s graves,” said Kelly 
Shackelford, president and CEO. “It’s a 
disgraceful attack on the selfl ess 
sacrifi ce of our veterans. We will not 
rest until this memorial is re-installed.”

Park workers noticed that the box 
that has covered the cross during the 
ongoing lawsuit had been removed.

“When a maintenance team went 
out to put the box back up, that’s 
when they discovered the cross had 
been removed,” said Linda Slater, 
public-aff airs offi  cer for the Mojave 
National Preserve. 

Word got to Henry Sandoz – the 
cross’ caretaker – and his wife, Wanda.

“I have a friend who has a store in 
(nearby) Cima, and her husband drove 
by the cross on Sunday, and it was 
uncovered,” Wanda said. “(Monday) 
when he went by, he saw a bunch of 
park rangers on and around the rock. 

He stopped and asked what was going 
on, and one of the rangers pointed to 
the top of the rock and said, ‘Someone 
took the cross down.’

“It’s really, really sad. I don’t know 
who would do something like this. I 
hope they get to the bottom of this.”

Park law enforcement is 
investigating and is asking for the 
public’s assistance. Liberty Institute is  
off ering a $125,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of those responsible. 
Anyone with information about the 
Mojave Cross theft is asked to call
(760) 252-6120.

Victorian Rose
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[MEMBERSHIP ]

NEW POSTS

Denver International Airport 
Post 322, Denver:
Chartered April 23 (15 members)

Post 235, Burleson, Texas: 
Chartered May 3 (16 members)

Hunter-Morris Memorial 
Post 911, Cedar Park, Texas: 
Chartered May 3 (15 members)

Post 320, Gilmer, Texas:
Chartered May 3 (15 members)

[RESOLUTIONS ]

Spring Meetings yield new Legion resolutions

Resolution No. 16: Authorize 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
to Re-Establish a Direct Loan Program 
For Veterans, National Guard 
and Reservists Who Are Entrepreneurs

Resolution No. 24: Save the 
Montagnards

Resolution No. 26: Open Eligibility for 
TRICARE For Life to All Military Retirees 
and Their Dependents

Resolution No. 27: The American 
Legion Policy on the Nuclear Posture 
Review 2010

Resolution No. 29: Support 
Mandatory Separation/Retirement 
Physicals and Mental Examinations 
For Servicemembers at Discharge From 
the Armed Forces of the United States

Resolution No. 32: Permanent 
Site of The American Legion Baseball 
World Series

Resolution No. 39: The American 
Legion Urges Congress to Await the 
Completion of the Department of 
Defense-Directed Study on “Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell” (DADT) Policy

[ONLINE]

Operation Comfort 
Warriors at Fort Gordon
Watch Legionnaires deliver 
comfort items to wounded 
warriors at Fort Gordon in 
Georgia, using proceeds from 
the $250,000 won for fi nishing 
fi rst in voting in the Pepsi 
Refresh Everything Project.

  www.legion.org/troops

Boys Nation 2010
Watch the highlights of 
this year’s Boys Nation, 
streamed online from 
Washington July 27-30.

  www.legion.org/boysnation

Baseball World Series
All 14 games of The American 
Legion Baseball World Series 
will be streamed online live 
from Spokane, Wash., Aug. 13-17.

  www.legion.org/baseball

“Like” The American 
Legion Online Update
If you haven’t already, be 
sure to go to Facebook 
and “like” The American Legion 
Online Update. It’s the 
Legion’s primary page, 
giving you useful news and 
information. We’ve set a goal 
of 20,000 fans by the national 
convention in August.

  www.facebook.com/
the.american.legion?ref=nf

Read all the resolutions in their entirety:

  www.legion.org/resolutions 

The National Executive Committee of The American Legion, which met at 
National Headquarters in Indianapolis during its annual Spring Meetings in May, 
passed a number of resolutions. They refl ect the work and deliberation of Legion 
commissions and committees on topics relating to the Legion’s mission and 
goals. These resolutions include:

[BURN PIT]

A hero remembered 
After many months of searching, the family of a 

man whose Purple Heart citation turned up in a 
Massena, N.Y., Salvation Army has been found. On 
Armed Forces Day, May 15, the citation was returned to the 
family of Sgt. Richard E. Owens, an original member of 
the ”Band of Brothers” with the 101st Airborne 
Division. He died on D-Day, June 6, 1944, when his 
plane was shot down over Normandy. 
Owens’ great-niece, Susanne Marshall, received 
his Purple Heart at a ceremony conducted at an 
American Legion post in James Island, S.C.

Marshall, a descendant of Owens and his widow, 
Ruth McCann, thanked the Legion and Salvation 
Army Capt. Ronald Heimbrock of Massena for 
bringing the citation and accompanying picture to 
her. Originally from Winchester, Va., she brought 
a scrapbook containing pictures of Owens and McCann, 
as well as letters written home and articles about the search 
for remaining family members.

Past South Carolina Department Commander Dick Walsh of James Island 
emceed the event, and members of The American Legion and the American 
Legion Auxiliary attended.  

“I want everyone to know that Richard was never forgotten, and he was always 
loved and remembered by our family,” Marshall said. She had no idea how the 
citation ended up in Massena, but she was pleased to have it back, she said, 
adding that the eff ort to locate the family sparked a new interest in Owens and 
his family. “I’m glad this brought so much attention to a man like Richard, who 
deserves it.”

– Mark Seavey
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[MILITARY ]

Army program gives reservists edge in job market
BY BRIG. GEN. LESLIE A. PURSER

When Jason Black enrolled at Northern Virginia 
Community College in pursuit of an associate degree, 
he worried about meeting fi nancial commitments at home. 
He had long been interested in the military and met with 
an Army Reserve recruiter to learn how the GI Bill could 
help defray the cost of his education. His recruiter also 
introduced him to the Employer Partnership Offi  ce (EPO), 
a new program launched by 
the Reserve that provides 
soldiers with a gateway to 
employers trying to fi ll 
positions. In late October, 
Black completed his Army 
military occupational 
training to become a 
radiology specialist. He is 
currently going through the 
fi nal stages of the hiring 
process with Inova Health 
System of northern Virginia.

For employers, there is no 
downside to fi nding and 
hiring employees with strong 
work ethics who come to 
work skilled, trained, 
drug-free and on time, and 
who also happen to serve in 
the armed forces. These 
employers help soldiers maintain their civilian jobs while 
they selfl essly serve in defense of our nation. 

Soldiers in the Army Reserve and the National Guard gain 
an edge in the job market through the EPO program’s online 
portal, where thousands of jobs with military-friendly 
employers across the country are listed. Relocating soldiers 
can fi nd postings about thousands of government and 
commercial opportunities in their new communities. 
Employment opportunities include jobs in transportation, 
logistics, telecommunications, health care, law enforcement, 
management, engineering, human resources and 
information technology. To date, Army Reserve components 
have signed more than 850 partnerships with employers in 
every state and territory. Partners include Fortune 500 
companies such as IBM, Microsoft, General Electric and 
Walmart; medical centers such as the Cleveland Clinic and 
the Johns Hopkins Medical Center; state and local law-
enforcement organizations; national trucking companies 
such as Snyder and Con-way; and fi nancial institutions such 
as Navy Federal Credit Union. Employers are eager to 
welcome qualifi ed reservists into their work forces; military 
occupational specialties are easily transferable to civilian 
employment, and companies know that hiring a soldier is a 
smart investment. 

The EPO’s online portal is just one of the many resources 

available to soldiers in the Reserve, particularly those 
transitioning from active duty. In the Army Reserve, soldiers 
can continue to serve their country, maintain their military 
benefi ts and have access to excellent health care, while also 
progressing in their civilian careers.

If a soldier completes his or her fi rst service obligation 
on active duty, that’s one-fourth of his or her career. Upon 
transferring to the Army Reserve, a soldier can maintain 
many of the same benefi ts received on active duty while 

continuing to work toward 
retirement. Reserve 
soldiers who complete 20 
or more years of qualifying 
service are eligible for 
medical benefi ts and 
retirement pay at 60.

The Army Reserve 
recognizes that some 
soldiers leave active 
duty because they’ve 
grown deployment-weary, 
and guarantees all soldiers 
who transition from active 
duty a two-year exemption 
from deployment. Even 
if a soldier’s unit is 
scheduled to deploy, the 
Army Reserve will honor its 
commitment, to ensure a 
smooth transition from 

active duty to civilian life and to give soldiers the 
opportunity to further pursue their individual goals with 
family, education and career.

Lt. Gen. Jack Stultz, chief of the Army Reserve and a 
former consumer-goods operations executive, sees it as a 
premier source of talent for U.S. employers. His goal is for 
employers to look to the Army Reserve as a reservoir of 
“skills, talent and capabilities” in support of the nation, both 
as soldiers and as civilians.  

Today’s reservists continue to play a dual role in keeping 
the United States safe at home and abroad, while furthering 
their civilian careers as they help support a strong national 
economy. Whether soldiers have been longtime members 
or are nearing the end of their current active-duty 
enlistment, the Army Reserve provides an excellent way to 
make the most of what both the military and civilian worlds 
have to off er. 

Brig. Gen. Leslie A. Purser is deputy chief of the U.S. Army 
Reserve.

To search civilian job opportunities off ered by the EPO:  
  www.armyreserve.army.mil 

If you have questions about the features and benefi ts of 
the EPO program:    arcareers@usar.army.mil
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AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES
13th AF Vet Assn, Branson, MO, 9/15-18, 
Raymond Perkins, (918) 994-6577, ram.perk@
cox.net; 3rd Air Rescue Det 1 (Korea, 1952-
1953), Savannah, GA, 6/13-17, William Price, 
(205) 339-0960, wpprice@bellsouth.net; 3rd 
Motor Trans Sqdn, Gatlinburg, TN, 9/23-26, 
Mitchell Ellis, (270) 651-1314, mawgy@scrtc.
com; 78th AAA Gun Bn (Korea), Eagan, MN, 
9/16-18, Gerald Borrell, (763) 658-4999; 90th 
Strat Recon Wing, Branson, MO, 9/4-9, Chuck 
Hale, (785) 760-3253, chuckhale@earthlink.net; 
464th Bomb Grp 15th AF Italy B-24, Huntsville, 
AL, 9/30-10/4, George Krynovich, (303) 366-0649, 
gkrynovi@aol.com; 485th Bomb Grp B-24 
(Italy, 1943-1945), Charleston, SC, 10/20-24, 
Jim Scheib, (520) 615-0397; 501st Tact Cont Grp 
Assn – 501st HQ & HQ Sqdn, 807th Tact Cont 
Grp, 601st, 602nd, 603rd, 604th, 615th & 616th 
AC&W Sqdns, 943rd Forward Air Cont Sqdn 
& 555th Sig AC&W Bn (Former Members and 
Surviving Spouses), Auburn, IN, 9/13-16, Ron 
Anderson, (701) 293-5473, halron117@aol.com; 
602nd Cbt Support Grp, Bangor, ME, 8/6-10, 
Edward Januszka, (207) 942-7426, ejanuszka@
roadrunner.com; 1094th Spec Reporting Sqdn 
(Killeen, TX, 1948-1951) & Monzano Base 
(Albuquerque, NM, 1951-1955), Oklahoma 
City, 9/28-30, George Rasmussen, (918) 622-8447; 
3454th Tng Sqdn (Warren AFB, 1947-1956), 
Branson, MO, 10/21-23, John Kemper, (303) 775-
2874, jonshirkemper@aol.com; B-47 Stratojet 
Assn, Omaha, NE, 9/23-26, Dick Purdum, (402) 
291-5247, dickpurdum@cox.net; Buckeye Wing 
Assn, Fairborn, OH, 8/13-15, James Valeri, (937) 
426-6649, jvaleri@excite.com; RAF Burtonwood 
Assn, Plymouth, MA, 10/19-23, James Bentley, 
(813) 689-0199, jbent0214@aol.com; SAC 
Veterans, Tucson, AZ, 8/25-29, Toby Romero, 
(520) 203-8809, jtrome-25@excite.com; “Spooky” 
14th Spec Ops Wing, Branson, MO, 9/9-11, 
Junior Skinner, (352) 307-6564, juncherski@
embarqmail.com

ARMY
1st Armd Div, Norfolk, VA, 8/18-22, Joe Sachen, 
(310) 990-8811, docsachen@sbcglobal.net; 1st Bn 
8th Cav 1st Air Cav Div (Vietnam), Columbia, 
IN, 9/2-5, James Knafel, (260) 244-3864, jjknafe@
myvine.com; 1st FA Obsn Bn (WWII, Korea), 
Vienna, VA, 10/14-17, Ralph Mueller, (724) 
348-5359, ltcrjm@verizon.net; 2nd Abn Battle 
Grp, 503rd Inf Cbt Team (Okinawa, Japan, 
1960-1963), Las Vegas, 10/17-21, Briggs Hensley, 
(434) 385-4162, briggshensley@yahoo.com; 
2nd Bn 2nd Armd Cav, Branson, MO, 9/16-19, 
Eugene Gapinski, (320) 387-2844, falcon63gene@
yahoo.com; 2nd Bn 138th FA (Vietnam), 
Frankfort, KY, 10/15-16, Julius Berthold, (270) 
312-5674, bberthold@mttc.org; 2nd & 3rd Bns, 
61st & 5th Inf Rgts (1956-1958), Maggie Valley, 
NC, 9/9-12, Nick Seats, (317) 356-2367; 14th Cbt 
Eng Bn (All Eras), Olympia, WA, 8/26-29, Billy 

Gray, (817) 866-2069, dogray@digitex.net; 26th 
Eng Bn, Portland, ME, 10/13-16, Linda Gordon, 
(563) 212-0352, lindagordon@mcleodusa.net; 
30th Inf Div Assn, Raleigh, NC, 8/18-22, Kevin 
Hinton, (910) 297-5970, kevin.lee.hinton@us.army.
mil; 32nd Const Eng Grp 430th, 439th, 434th 
& 453rd Bn, 304th & 306th Eng Dump Truck 
Co “Tandy’s Dandies,” Abilene, KS, 8/13-15, Don 
Henry, (785) 866-5321, dade@jbntelco.com; 32nd 
Inf Rgt Assn “The Queen’s Own,” Oklahoma 
City, 9/29-10/3, Helen Dyckson, (727) 697-2135, 
heland@verizon.net; 35th Inf Div Assn, Branson, 
MO, 9/15-19, Robert Dalton, (785) 267-3295; 39th 
Inf Rgt “Fighting Falcons,” Norfolk, NE, 8/12-15, 
Cal Meyer, (406) 585-2638, lzambush239@
msn.com; 44th Inf Div (IL Nat’l Guard, 1946-
1954), Peoria, IL, 10/22-24, Howard Ferrill, (817) 
579-1608, hferrill44@charter.net; 82nd Engr 
Bn (Germany), Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/14-16, Dan 
Hafeman, (830) 660-1444, hafemand@msn.com; 
84th & 62nd ECB (Korea), Warwick, RI, 9/13-16, 
Harold Nelson, (401) 738-0693, cen21255@verizon.
net; 109th MP Co, Tucson, AZ, 11/4-7, Rob Fetters, 
(602) 405-3182, rogerdiditagain@yahoo.com; 
116th Eng Cbt Bn, Idaho Falls, ID, 8/18-18, Lynn 
Allison, (208) 652-7702, lynnja28@juno.com; 
201st Inf & Field Arty, Camp Dawson, Kingwood, 
WV, 9/24-26, Dennis Christian, (304) 552-4948, 
red.leg.06@hotmail.com; 249th Eng Bn (All 
Eras), Columbus, IN, 9/23-25, William Baird, (218) 
832-3420, 
toutpartout@bigfork.net; 273rd FA Bn (WWII), 
Pittsburg, KS, 8/20-22, William Wilson, (620) 
231-8700; 314th Inf Rgt, Branson, MO, 9/9-12, 
Aaron Thompson, (870) 480-6412, ozarkags@
hughes.net; 321st Trans Co Med Trk (Long 
Binh, Vietnam, 1967-1972), Outer Banks, NC, 
9/15-18, Chuck Roberts, (785) 271-5969; 512th MP 
Co, Fort Huachuca, AZ, 9/17-18, B.J. Searcy, (520) 
456-1229, dbjsearcy@powerc.net; 936th FA Bn, 
Fayetteville, AR, 8/21-22, Wayne Bonannan, (918) 
437-5324; Mars Task Force 612-612 PK Arty of 
Burma, Frankfort, OH, 9/16-19, Thomas Carr, (614) 
252-2804; Psych Ops Vets Assn, Boston, 8/27-29, 
Michael Stoeckert, (631) 868-3068, hookeye1@
optonline.net 

COAST GUARD
Lightship Sailors Assn, Savannah, GA, 10/14-16, 
Dave Orszak, (413) 283-2841, pdorszak@
comcast.net 

JOINT
2nd Salute to Veterans Cruise, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, 1/15-23, Beverly Poitrast, (386) 575-3595, 
beverly@cruisingsmart.com; 12th Bomb Grp 
(WWII), 12th FEW/SFW (Korea), 12th TFW 
(Vietnam) & 12th FTW (Randolph AFB), Fort 
Worth, TX, 10/7-11, E.J. Sherwood, (480) 396-4681, 
el.sherwood.biz@cox.net; Thailand/Laos/
Cambodia Brotherhood, Atlanta, 9/23-26, 
Tommy Odiorne, (678) 232-3577, odiorneta@
charter.net 

MARINES
5th Tank Bn 5th Mar Div (Iwo Jima), 
Metropolis, IL, 8/26-28, Al Nelson, (618) 942-4870, 
anelson1925@verizon.net; 9th Mar, Las Vegas, 
9/7-10, Robert Stewart, (757) 581-5454, 
threenineusmc@aol.com; 3016th Plt 3rd Bn 
Recruit Tng Facility (San Diego, Feb 1979), 
Mount Vernon, IA, TBA , Ed Shultz, (319) 631-5508, 
ageoldmarine@yahoo.com; Avn Log Mar, Cherry 
Point, NC, 10/6-10, Don Davis, (252) 444-1777, 
greyegl@ec.rr.com; Combined Action Program 
Assn, San Antonio, 11/10-15, Fred Caleffie, (254) 
547-0879, fcaleffie@hot.rr.com; India Co 3/7 
“Band of Brothers” (Vietnam, 1969-1970), 
Washington, 11/9-13, Roger Villarreal, (281) 930-
8161, marine.1@att.net; Mar Corps Cryptologic 
Assn, Charleston, SC, 9/13-17, Jay Adams, (877) 
856-9562; Mar Corps Eng Assn, Quantico, VA, 
10/20-25, Ken Frantz, (716) 763-5655, frantzkd@
windstream.net; Point Mugo Mar Guard Det 
(1946-1960), Kansas City, MO, 9/23-25, Arthur 
Smallenberger, (816) 436-6493, pt.mugumarine@
sbcglobal.net 

NAVY
62nd Nav Const Bn, Davenport, IA, 9/17-19, 
Jo Johansen, (303) 949-3944; 114th Seabee 
Bn (WWII), Wilmington, NC, 11/4-8, George 
Bowers, (727) 379-3556, seabee114.cook@yahoo.
com; Abnaki ATF 96, New Orleans, 9/8-11, Mike 
Holland, (904) 285-9345, bmcmusn@aol.com; 
American Assn of Navy Hosp Corpsmen, Great 
Lakes, IL, 9/22-26, Awtrey Peace, (850) 626-1125, 
awtreyp@yahoo.com; Attack Boats LCUP/
LCM, Fort Pierce, FL, 11/5-7, Ed Brisbois, (774) 
253-2300; Bearss DD 654, Lancaster, PA, 9/26-30, 
Charles McCon, (225) 698-6585, camccon@
eatel.net; Benjamin Stoddert DDG 22, San 
Diego, 10/13-17, John Dishaw, (805) 480-4038, 
jbdishaw@verizon.net; Betelgeuse AKA 11/AK 
28, Columbus, OH, 10/13-17, Henry Prichard, 
(302) 698-1471, prichardhc@verizon.net; Bristol 
DD 857, Philadelphia, 10/7-10, Doug Lipert, 
(978) 664-1127, drlipert@comcast.net; Cabot, 
Pensacola, FL, 11/1-5, Marie Saraceni, (484) 
494-5533, msaraceni@comcast.net; Calvert APA 
32 & Harry Lee APA 10, Denver, 9/22-25, John 
Cole, (507) 789-6344; Camp DER 251, Mount 
Pleasant, NC, 11/7-10, Rodney Hayes, (860) 
779-1266, scpohayes@gmail.com; Charles H. 
Roan DD 853, Warwick, RI, 8/3-8, Richard Souza, 
(850) 476-1350, souza6@cox.net; Cimarron AO 22 
(All Cimarrons), San Antonio, 10/21-24, Edward 
Linhart, (402) 896-8749, edcimao22@gmail.
com; Constellation CVA/CV 64 Assn, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/26-10/1, Jack Kilcrease, (210) 
590-9190, jackkilcrease@yahoo.com; Coolbaugh 
DE 217, Warwick, RI, 8/15-20, Milt Kochert, (330) 
533-5753, captmilt53@aol.com; Denver LPD 9/
CL 58, Everett, WA, 9/30-10/3, Jim Hyden, (501) 
376-8222, jimhyden@comcast.net; Eaton, 
Providence, RI, 9/15-19, Tom Weiss, (815) 848-1878, 
tlw.wmwc@yahoo.com 

How to submit a reunion
The American Legion Magazine pub-

lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge.

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 

will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 
Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication.

Other notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 

with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho-
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi-
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem-

berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 
Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa-
tion on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion-
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers.
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Eaton DD 510, Providence, RI, 9/15-19, Fred 
Hinze, (631) 220-9750, catsupman@optonline.
net; Elokomin AO 55, Boston, 9/28-10/1, 
Robert O’Sullivan, (617) 288-3755, theeloman@
verizon.net; Everett F. Larson DD/DDR 830, 
Portland, OR, 9/15-19, Max Schwald, (541) 
459-2470, fnm4335@q.com; Eversole DD 789 
(All Hands), Mobile, AL, 10/13-17, Tom Trainham, 
(770) 320-7511, tjt1958@yahoo.com; Fairview 
E-PCE (R) 850 Assn, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/19-22, 
Frank Jones, (800) 377-6834, fjones@maine.
rr.com; Fletcher DD/DDE 445 & DD 992, Lake 
Harmony, PA, 10/3-6, Melvyn Gentry, (309) 346-
0641, gentry44@grics.net; Gregory DD 802, 
Rosemont, IL, 9/1-4, John Nolta, (707) 964-6138, 
johnnolta@comcast.net; Harold J. Ellison DD 
864, California, MD, 9/22-26, Mike Kerr, (301) 
580-9390, hjellison864@aol.com; Hinsdale APA 
120, Branson, MO, 9/14-16, Jose Portillo, (510) 
530-1941, portholejoe@sbcglobal.net; 
Honolulu CL 48/SSN 718, San Diego, 9/16-19, 
Thomas Suddarth, (602) 266-4513, jks1234@
yahoo.com; Hubbard DD 748, Albuquerque, 
NM, 10/7-11, Mike Petes, (505) 275-0190, 
mdogpeters@msn.com; Hunt DD 674, 
Jacksonville, FL, 9/22-27, C. Berzansky, (732) 
255-1124, cjberzansky@verizon.net; Iowa BB 
61, Reno, NV, 7/19-22, Bill Humienny, (718) 
745-4502, billhbb61@aol.com; James C. 
Owens DD 776, Norfolk, VA, 9/15-18, Franklin 
Kleinsorgen, (301) 290-1621, barnaby@
md.metrocast.net; Kenton APA 122, Savannah, 
GA, 9/23-25, Harrison Stroud, (805) 653-5117, 
harrison_stroud@hotmail.com; L.Y. Spear AS 
36, Norfolk, VA, 10/14-17, Leon Jessie, (315) 
252-3896, leonjessie@usslyspear.org; Lyman K. 
Swenson DD 729, Newark, CA, 9/30-10/4, Pres 
Spalding, (510) 796-0789, presspa@sbcglobal.
net; Magoffin APA 199, Nashville, TN, 10/13-17, 
Tom Haglage, (859) 625-5523; Mount McKinley 
AGC 7, Tampa, FL, 9/14-18, David Long, (440) 
292-7839, davidlong1944@msn.com; Mount 
McKinley AGC/LCC 7, Tampa, FL, 9/15-19, Lee 
Temanson, (763) 425-6315, lateman@comcast.
net; Mullany DD 528, Branson, MO, 9/8-12, Jon 
Miller, (309) 444-2408, webmaster@ussmullany.
org; Nat’l Assn of Navy Photography (NANP), 
San Diego, 9/21-23, Tim Timmerman, (941) 
720-1719, timnjudy@tampabay.rr.com; NASA 
Project Mercury Recovery Ships, Tampa, 
FL, 12/5-12, Robbie Robinson, (866) 965-6587, 
babs11646@earthlink.net; Nat’l Chief Petty 
Officers Assn (NCPOA), Washington, 10/20-24, 
Marjorie Hays, (361) 991-2383, ncpoahays@
aol.com; New DD 818, San Antonio, 9/16-19, 
Betty Smith, (806) 570-2450, calamilysmith@
msn.com; NSA (Da Nang, Vietnam) DPD, 
Washington, 9/24-26, Theodore W. Belden, (210) 
694-0235, beldenjo@sbcglobal.net; Oak Hill 
LSD 7, Indianapolis, 10/14-17, Raylah Holm, (509) 
607-9020, raylah@aol.com; Oklahoma City, 
Washington, 8/23-29, Joe Caruso, (561) 289-2139, 
webmaster@ussokcity.com; Pollux (AKS 2/4), 
Branson, MO, 10/6-10, Glen Broxson, (850) 994-
0416, glenbroxson@aol.com; Reeves DLG/CG 
24, Chicago, 10/7-10, Michael Robertson, (703) 
780-2269, michaelrobertson@cox.net; Renville 
APA 227, Colorado Springs, CO, 8/25-29, Lynda 
Rumple, (704) 906-7622, lyndahd01@aol.com; 
Requin SS 481, Pittsburgh, 8/21-23, Ronnie 
Lowe, (864) 238-2672, requin.reunion@gmail.
com; Robert E. Lee SSBN 601, Newport News, 
VA, 4/29-5/1, Joe White, (405) 340-5606, joewi@
sbcglobal.net; San Jose AFS 7, Pensacola, 
FL, 10/14-17, Joe Ostronic, (785) 550-1523, 
joeostronic@sbcglobal.net; Sangamon CVE 26, 
Branson, MO, 9/3-8, Ralph Magerkurth, (623) 
628-9589, magecve-26@cox.net; Spencer Assn, 
Norfolk, VA, 9/30-10/4, Jack Shampine, (770) 
336-2056, shampine32@comcast.net; Stribling 
DD 867, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/17-20, Pete Grare, 
(252) 637-0545, grare@embarqmail.com; Tang 
SS 563, Trigger SS 564, Wahoo SS 565, Trout 
SS 566, Gudgeon SS 567, Harder SS 568 & 
Darter SS 576, Fort Mitchell, KY, 8/30-9/5, Dan 
Craw, (941) 761-2230, dcraw1@tampabay.rr.com

69
20

7X
  ©

 2
01

0 
 

ELIMINATE Landscape 
Eyesores with a DR®

STUMP GRINDER!
• Make stumps
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• EXPAND lawn
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meadows!
• BLAZE new trails!
• REMOVE mowing

hazards!

800-731-0178
DRstumpgrinder.com

TOLL
FREE

STUMP REMOVAL 
FAST & EASY!

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog!

The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-tipped
cutting teeth that take over 400 “bites” per
second, to pulverize stumps into a pile of
woodchips. Quickly and easily, you can grind any
size tree stump below ground level. Gone forever!
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Order at 
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FREE
Shipping
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Now Only $39

The Legendary 1904-O Morgan 
Silver Dollar, Brilliant Uncirculated

In 1962, the 1904-O (New Orleans Mint) 
Morgan silver dollar was one of the three 
costliest rarities in the series, UNC’s listing 
for $350. Then the Treasury released the last 
sealed bags of pristine 1904-O Morgans. 
Today no other Brilliant Uncirculated 
Morgan silver dollar costs so little compared 
to its peak price. NEW CUSTOMERS 
ONLY: $39 (#18579) postpaid while 
supplies last. Limit 2 per household. 
ABSOLUTELY NO UNORDERED 
COINS SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home 
Examination: Money-Back Guarantee.  

International Coins & Currency
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5085

Montpelier, VT 05602
1-800-451-4463

Protect your rights by calling the law firm that has achieved over
$1 BILLION in verdicts and settlements for clients all across the USA.

If you are aIf you are a

SmokerSmoker
And have contractedAnd have contracted

Lung Cancer or MesotheliomaLung Cancer or Mesothelioma
Due to occupational exposure to asbestos,
you can still file an asbestos injury claim!
Due to occupational exposure to asbestos,
you can still file an asbestos injury claim!

P.C.&WEITZ LUXENBERG
ASBESTOS • DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES • ENVIRONMENTAL • NEGLIGENCE

1.888.411.LAWS • www.weitzlux.com

700 Broadway • New York, NY 10003
Prior results do not guarantee a similar
outcome. We may associate with local
firms in states wherein we do not
maintain an office.
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LEGION SHOPPER

HEARING AIDS
UP TO 60% SAVINGS

30-DAY
TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
 ALL MAKES & MODELS TERMS ARRANGED
 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ALL MAKE REPAIRS

CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL 61126
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com

This is all 
you wear!

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 

STRONGER
THAN VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription!

(12 pills)  -   100mg    $49.95   

(24 pills)  -   100mg    $89.95   

(36 pills)  -   100mg    $129.95 

* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging

* Money Back Guarantee

Credit Cards & Check By Phone.

1-866-611-6891
Or Send Check or M.O. To:

P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703

 order online www.pillmedica.com

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc

TOLL FREE
Order Line

The 4-wheel bike that drives like a car.

2 SEAT BIKE
Drives like a car
■ Easy to Pedal
■ Multi-Speed
■ 1,2 & 4 Seaters
■ Optional Electric Motor

1.800.974.6233 Ext. 3386
www.RhoadesCar.com

108 Rhoades Lane
Hendersonville, TN 37075

FREE BROCHURE

Terrell County LST 1157, San Antonio, 9/23-26, 
Clovis Long, (417) 438-3704, clovis43@hotmail.
com; Thompson DMS 38/627, Council Bluffs, IA, 
9/11-15, William Luttig, (402) 393-5178, 
williamluttig@cox.net; Tripoli CVE 64, Reston, 
VA, 10/7-10, Paul Long, (717) 390-2861, 
daddyolong@comcast.net; Turner Joy DD 951, 
Bloomington, MN, 9/30-10/3, Carroll Abbott, (763) 
757-3475, chiefyoyoabbott@aol.com; VR-22, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/13-17, Gene Shonkwiler, (863) 
969-3850, gshonkwile@aol.com; Wadleigh DD 
689, Lexington, KY, 9/25-29, Elwood East, (859) 
278-7525, elwoodeast.cpa@hotmail.com; Washoe 
County LST 1165, Charleston, SC, 10/13-17, 
Dennis Steenbergen, (303) 470-1187, 
dsteenbergen1165@gmail.com; Washtenaw 
County LST 1166, Rancho Cordova, CA, 9/8-12, 
Gus Alegado, (916) 543-6623, pinoy95@
starstream.net

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Post 303, FL: Larry G. Benfield, Dennis Wagner
Post 429, NY: Harry B. Heywood, William Holden

IN SEARCH OF
1/9 Mar (Vietnam, 1966-1967), Cephus Ray, 

crayj2@yahoo.com
14th A/C Rgt 3rd Bn Tank Co (Coburg, Germany, 

1950-1952), Harold Feasel, (941) 473-1665
52nd FA Bn (Schofield Bks, 1941-1942), James 

Hamblin, (505) 892-5353
69th Inf C Co Cbt Eng (1941-1946), S.J. Wilburn, 

c/o P.O. Box 12631, Houston, TX, 77217
360th Trans (Cam Ranh Bay, 1971-1972), Buck 

Rich, (313) 235-5240, bhappy1012@hotmail.com
3294th Sig Base Depot Co (Philippines, 1945-

1946), Craig Telfer, (206) 242-8668, alaska1980@
msn.com

5005th USAF Hosp (Elmendorf AFB, AK, 1957-
1959), George Lasater, (231) 582-7001

6016th ASU Yuma Test Stn (1953-1955), 
Stephen Ficara, (561) 368-9932

6161st Supply Sqdn APO 328 (Yokota AB, 
Japan, 1952-1955), Dean DeLoach, (407) 856-
0562, deloac_e@bellsouth.net

C Btry 2nd Howitzer Bn 27th FA (Friedberg, 
Germany, 1960-1963), Larry Fuqua, (708) 790-
6387, americanbrickproducts@yahoo.com

H&S Co 439th Cons Eng Bn Korean 
Championship Basketball Team (1953-
1954), Dave Smith, (715) 294-3877, dscoach@
centurytel.net

HQ & HQ Det 8th Log Cmd Post Signal 
(Camp Darby, Livorno, Italy, 1964-1966), 
Tony Bassano, (408) 295-1634, abassano@
sbcglobal.net

NCS Guam Commissary Div (1951-1952), 
Claude Wright, (951) 845-2446

Plt 148 1st Bn (Parris Island, SC, 1959), Danny 
Gregory, (276) 944-3991

Plt 393 (Parris Island, SC, 1968), Boot Camp, 
H Co ITR (Camp Lejeune, NC, 1968), Staging 
Bn (Camp Pendleton, CA, 1969), Vietnamese 
Language School (1969) and 9th MAB Transit 
Fac Troop (Camp Hansen & Camp Hague, 
Okinawa, 1969-1970), Dean Plumley, (864) 
859-0800

Tank Co 32nd Inf Rgt 7th Inf Div (North Seoul, 
Korea, 1955-1956), Bud Karvel, (734) 426-8430

VA-212 Rampant Raiders Line Crew Ship 207, 
(1956-1957), Joe Lee, (678) 458-0463

TAPS
Paul J. Andrejewski, Dept. of Minnesota. Dept. 

Cmdr. 1989-1990, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1990-1991, Nat’l Homeland Sec. & Civil 
Preparedness Cmte. Memb. 1991-1992 and 
1993-1995, and Nat’l Homeland Sec. & Civil 
Preparedness Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1995-2003.

Harold F. Arnold, Dept. of Georgia. The 
American Legion Magazine Cmsn. 2001-2010.

Robert E. David, Dept. of South Carolina. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1987-1988, Nat’l Econ. Cmsn. Memb. 
1993-1998 and 2001-2002, Nat’l Econ. Cmsn. 
Vice Chmn. 1998-1999, Nat’l Econ. Cmsn. Chmn. 
1999-2001, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 2002-2005, 
Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 1992-1993 and Nat’l Veterans 
Planning and Coordinating Cmte. Consultant 
1982-1999.

John Kelly, Dept. of Pennsylvania. Nat’l & 
Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1991-1994, 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1997-
2001 and Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2003-2006.

Joseph Lacina, Dept. of Michigan. Nat’l Cmdr. 
Aide 1978-1979, Nat’l Homeland Sec. & Civil 

Preparedness Cmte. Consultant 1986-1993, 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1977-
1978 and Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1977-1978.

Margaret M. Malone, Dept. of New Jersey. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1981-1982, Nat’l Cmsn. on Children 
& Youth Nat’l Cmdr Rep. 1982-1999, Nat’l Cmsn. 
on Children & Youth Consultant 1999-2003, 
Nat’l Legis. Cncl. District Chmn 1981-1984 and 
1989-1990, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1993-1994, 
1999-2000 and 2001-2003, The American 
Legion Magazine Cmsn. Consultant 1983-1985 
and Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 1982-1983.

Roger N. Messier, Dept. of Virginia. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1989-1990, Nat’l Aerospace Cmte. Memb. 
1992-1993 and 1997-2003, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1993-1997, Nat’l Finance Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1993-1997, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1999-2000 and 2001-2010, Nat’l Finance 
Cmsn. Memb. 2003-2010, Nat’l Child Welfare 
Foundation Memb. 2007-2008 and Nat’l Child 
Welfare Foundation Secretary 2008-2010.

Bill Metcalf, Dept. of Kentucky. Nat’l Veterans 
Preference Cmte. Memb. 1971-1972, Nat’l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1970-1971, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1978-1979, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1977-1978, Nat’l Foreign Relations 
Cncl. Memb. 1975-1977, Nat’l Legis. Cmsn. 
Memb. 1988-1990, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1993-1994 and 1999-2000, Nat’l Veterans Affairs 
& Rehab. Regional Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1989-1990, 
1992-1993, 1995-1996 and 1998-1999, and 
Nat’l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Regional Cmsn. 
Memb. 1980-2000.

Sidney E. Smith, Dept. of Idaho. Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1947-1948, 
1951-1952 and 1954-1956, Dept. Cmdr. 1950-
1951, Nat’l Employment Cmte. Memb. 1959-
1962, Nat’l Exec Cmte. Memb. 1952-1954, Nat’l 
Legis. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1952-1954, 
Nat’l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1958-
1959, Nat’l Sec. Training Cmte. Memb. 1949-
1950 and Nat’l American Legion Americanism 
Endowment Fund Trustee 1956-1958.

Louis A. Trundy, Dept. of New Hampshire. Nat’l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2001-2002.

●   H AT   P I N S   ●     M E D A L S  ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG
●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159
●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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Give to those who 
have a family member 

currently serving in 
the military. 

To purchase a 
Blue Star Coin, visit:

www.emblem.legion.org

Thank our military families!
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Legionnaires can save money & 
make relocating easy! 

Receive special discounts on your next  
move.

Buying or Selling your home? 
Earn thousands in cash back by using  
our preferred realtors.

VA, FHA & Conventional fi nancing avail- 
able. (Collect $300 closing cost reward) 

Plus, earn more savings and rewards! 

Call 1.8  for details or visit 
http://legion.myhomebenefi ts.com

1.800.871.8864 1.800.524.5533

Morgan Silver Dollar Estate Sale!
All coins over 100 Years old 1878-1904
ENIwill liquidate 5,750Morgan Silver Dollars dated 1878-
1904 that have been purchased from various estates and
collections over the last 3months. Morgan Silver Dollars
contain almost a full oz. of pure silver and are highly
prized by both coin collectors and investors. The coins
grade a pleasing very good and better and will be sold
while our supply lasts for only $19.95 each. We can only
guarantee this low price for this offer.

Call today for a FREE color

catalog of over 150 eye-catching

Classic Military Rings, plus a

Special Report you should read

before buying any service ring:

1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-710,

Hannibal MO 63401.

www.ClassicRings.com
Code A-710

Rings to Honor
Your Service

AL_7.10_X532.pdf   5/5/10   2:15:30 PM

®

Check our low prices on adjustable beds!

FREE Video/DVD & Brochure!

Call today! 1-800-401-8692

Need sleep?

www.sleep-comfort.com

90-Day Money 
Back Guarantee.
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Remain optimistic until they start moving animals in pairs 
to Cape Canaveral.

A MAN WAS DRIVING along a freeway 
when he noticed a chicken running along 
the side of the road. He was amazed to see 
that the chicken was keeping up with him.

Glancing at his speedometer, the man 
saw that he was doing 50 mph. He acceler-
ated to 60, then 75 mph, but the chicken 
stayed right beside him.

Then the man saw that the chicken 
had three legs. Even more curious, he 
followed the chicken down a side road 
and onto a farm. He got out of his 
car and, looking around, saw that all the 
chickens had three legs.

“What’s up with these three-legged chickens?” 
he asked a farmer standing outside.

“Well,” the farmer replied, “whenever we have 
chicken for dinner, everyone fi ghts over the legs, 
but there are only two. I have bred a three-legged 
bird. It’s going to make me a millionaire.”

“How do they taste?” the man asked.
“I don’t know,” the farmer replied. “I haven’t 

been able to catch one yet.”

MY PARENTS recently retired. Mom always 
wanted to learn to play the piano, so Dad bought 
her one for her birthday. A few weeks later, I asked 
how she was doing with it. 

“Oh, we returned the piano,” Dad replied. 
“I persuaded her to switch to the clarinet.”

“Why?” I asked.
“Because,” he answered, “with a clarinet, 

she can’t sing.”
THE PENTAGON once did a study on why so many 
U.S. servicemen marry women in countries where 
they’re stationed, and loneliness had nothing to do 
with it. Once the men rotated back to the States, 
their in-laws were thousands of miles away. 

AN ARTIST asked the gallery owner if there had 
been any interest in his paintings on display there.

“I have good news and bad news,” the owner 
replied. “The good news is that a gentleman 
inquired about your work and wondered if it would 
appreciate in value after your death. When I told 
him it would, he bought all 15 paintings.”

“That’s wonderful! What’s the bad news?”
“He said he was your doctor.”

“THE U.S. TREASURY unveiled the new version of 
the $100 bill last week. They needed to come out 
with a new one because, apparently, China has all 
the old ones.” – Jay Leno

“I can get you in to see the doctor this afternoon. 
Have you ever done any caddying?”

“I blame myself. Your job is to see that nobody else does.”

 “What are the last four digits of your Social Security number?”

Page 60



The most comprehensive
resource for Mesothelioma
patients and their families.

FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma

or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729
Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with
local co-counsel in state of filing.

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma

patients, please contact:

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376
Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 

Asbestos 
Cancer Hits 

Former 
Sailors

The David Law Firm is a Proud Sponsor of 
The American Legion “Freedom Car”
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SLACKS     2 for $20*

SHIRTS $7.99* each

On-Line Quick Order

PITCH BLACK01
OAKWOOD BROWN04
SMOKEHOUSE GREY06

MIDNIGHT NAVY03
SAHARA TAN02

RUSHMORE SLATE8A
–090A3 WHAT

WAIST?
WHAT

INSEAM?
HOW

MANY?

NO IRON

Wash &
Wear!

Sahara
Tan Oakwood

Brown

Midnight
Navy Smokehouse

Grey

Pitch
Black

Rushmore
Slate

Haband.comShop Online:

#1 Bargain Place
Jessup, PA 18434-1834

Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834
Send ______ slacks. I enclose $________ purchase 
price plus $5.99 toward postage. In GA add sales tax.

Waists up 
to 54!

•
Exact

Inseams!
•
Six

NEW
Colors

We Can Fit You!

These are NOT ordinary 
slacks because these are not 
ordinary times! Haband has 
leveraged in extra features, 
superior fabric and top 
quality make! Reg. 17.50 a 
pair, now just $10 each in 
lots of 2. Look what you get:

• Fine Deluxe Woven Polyester
• No-Roll Waist 
• Indestructible Zipper 
• 4 Deep No Hole Pockets
• Full Proportion Tailoring
• 100% Permanent Press
• Easy NO IRON Automatic

Machine Wash & Wear
Don’t spend time and gas running 
all over town! Don’t spend $45 to $85 
for lesser slacks! Join over 71⁄2 million 
demanding executives nationwide —
Get these universally respected 
Haband Business Slacks, 
$10 a pair in lots of 2! Order Now!

Light polyester knit 
S-T-R-E-T-C-H-E-S 
for comfort! Slimming 
“drop needle” vertical 
texture, chest pocket, 

square bottoms 
to tuck or not, 

and NO IRON 
Wash & Wear! 

Sizes S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) 

XL(46-48) 2XL(50-52)
3XL(54-56), 4XL(58-60),

all 7.99 each!
Imported

Waist:  32  34 35  36  37  38  39 40  42  44
Inseams: 26  27  28  29  30  31  32 33 34 
*Big Men (add $3 each): 46  48  50  52  54

Big Men’s Inseams: 26  27  28  29  30  31  32

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account
as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution.

Light Blue

White

Taupe

Navy

Black

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or Full Refund of Purchase Price 

at Any Time!

Card # ______________________________________ Exp.: ____/____
Phone/Email ___________________________________________________________
Mr. Mrs. Ms. ______________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________ Apt. # ________
City& State ____________________________________Zip _______________

Haband
Visa
MC
Discover®

Network
AmEx
Check

LIGHT BLUE 08 
NAVY 03 
WHITE 09 
TAUPE 13 
BLACK 01 

–16K23 WHAT 
SIZE? 

HOW
MANY?

On-Line
Quick
Order

Buy more save more!
3 for $30      4 for $40
5 for $50      6 for $60

7EJ

7EJ
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